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INTRODUCTION 


‘The psychology graduate institute | founded had invited 

him and his dervishes to be guests of the school while he was 

in Northern California, Two of my faculty members had made all 

the arrangements, and so 1 had no contact with the dervishes 
until they arrived. 

1 was sitting in my office, talking on the telephone, when an 
imposing, heavyset man walked by, He glanced at me and 
walked on, not even breaking his stride. The moment he glanced 
at me, time seemed to stand still, It feltas ifhe instantly knewall 
about me, as ifall the data of my life was read and analyzedas if in 
a high-speed computer in a fraction of a second. 

Ihad the sense that he knew everything that led into my being 
in my office, even to making that telephone call, and that he also 
knew how it would all come out 

A voice inside me said, “I certainly hope that is the sheikh, 
Because if that was just one of his dervishes, | don’t think I can 
handle meeting his sheikh!” 

After a while | went out to greet the sheikh and his dervishes 
and to welcome them on behalf of the school. As l expected, the 
man I first saw was Sheikh Muzaffer Efendi. In his presence I felt 
a blend of great power and wisdom on the one hand, and deep 
love and compassion on the other. The power that radiated from 
him would have been almost unbearable if it wasn't for the 
equally strong love that he radiated as well. 

He had the powerful frame of a Turkish wrestler. His hands 
were huge, the largest I've ever seen. His voice was a deep, 
rolling bass, the richest and deepest voice I've heard outside an 
opera house. His face was extremely mobile. One moment he 
would appear stern and grave, the next he became the quintes 


I met Sheikh Muzatffer (God's Mercy upon him) in April 1980 


i 
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sential comic storyteller. His eyes were clear and piercing— 
sometimes fierce like a hawk's, and sometimes loving and twink 
ling Wwith humor. 

‘That evening Efendi invited me to sit with him at dinner. After 
dinner, he told two Sufi teaching stories. Hearing him speak, 1 
realized that the books I'd read on Sufism had not begun to 
convey the power of this teaching technique. Reading collec 
tions of unrelated stories, taken out of context, was nothing like 
hearing a Sufi teacher in person. The first story seemed to open 
me up, and the second knocked the moral home. 

When Efendi was done, I suddenly noticed that the room was 
filled with people, dervishes and my own students, While he was 
telling the stories, he seemed to be telling them to me alone, and 
Thad no sense there was anyone else in the room, 

The first story is as follows: 

Once, a man loaned some money to an old friend. Some 
months later, he needed the money and went to his friend's 
house, in a neighboring town, to ask for repayment of the loan, 
His friend’s wife told him that her husband was visiting someone 
across town. She gave him directions and he started off. 

On the way he passed a funeral procession. Not being in any 
hurry, he decided to join the procession and offera prayer forthe 
soul of the dead. 

The town cemetery was very old. In digging the new grave, 
some older graves were exhumed. As the man was standing by 
the new grave, he noticed a freshly dug up skull by his side. In 
between the two front teeth ofthe skull, there was a single lentil. 
Without thinking, the man took the lentil and popped it into his 
mouth. 

Just then an ageless looking man with a white beard came up 
to him and asked, "Do you know why you are here today 
“Why yes, I'm visiting this town to meet my friend.” 

“No, you were here to eat that lentil. You see, that lentil was 
meant for you. Itwas not meant forthe man who died some time 
ago, so he could not swallow it. Itwas meant for you and had to 
come to you.” 
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Efendi commented, “That is true for everything. God provides { 
your sustenance. Whatever is meant to come to you, you will § 

‘Then he told the second story. 

‘There was a wealthy man in Istanbul who decided one year to 
comer the market in rice. When the farmers finished their harv 
esting, he sent his servants to the gates of the city. There, they 
bought the farmers’ rice and brought it to warehouses their 
master had rented. None of the rice harvest made it to the 
marketplace. The wealthy man figured he could make a fortune 
with his rice monopoly. 

Once all the rice was stored, his foreman took him through the 
warehouses. Rice was stored by type and quality. In one corner 
ofthe last warehouse, the finest rice was stored, This was the best 
variety of rice, which had been planted in the finest soil, and had 
received the optimum amount of sun and water. When the man 
saw this rice, whose grains were twice as large as the avenige rice 
grains, he decided to take some of it home and have it for dinner 
that night. 

Atdinner, he was presented with a plate of this rich, wonderful 
rice, cooked with butter and spices. He took a big spoonful, but 
the rice got stuck in his throat. He couldn't swallow it or spit it 
‘out. 

No matter what he did, the rice remained stuck. Finally he 
called the family doctor. The doctor poked and prodded but he 
too was unable to dislodge the rice. Finally the doctor said, “I'm 
afraid you'll need a tracheotomy. It’s a simple operation. We'll 
cut into your throat and remove the rice directly.” 

‘The man was appalled at the idea of having his throat cut and 
‘so he consulted an eye, ear, nose and throat specialist. Unfortu 
nately the specialist recommended the same operation, 

Then the man remembered the Sufi sheikh who had been his 
family’s spiritual advisor for years and who was reputed to have 
healing powers. He went to sec the sheikh, who told him, “Yes, | 
know how you can cure your condition, but you will have to do 
exactly what I tell you. Get on a plane tomorrow and go to San 
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Francisco. Then take a taxi to the St. Francis Hotel. Go to room 

301, turn to your left, and your condition will be taken care of.” 

Because of the sheikh’s reputation and also because he would 

rather do anything than have his throat cut, the man tooka plane 
to San Francisco. 

_ He terribly uncomfortable with the rice stuck in his throat. 

Breathing was difficult and he could barely get down a little 

‘ water from time to time. 

Once he arrived in San Francisco the man went to the St 
Francis Hotel and went up to room 301, So far so good. At least 
the hotel and the room the sheikh specified were there. 

He knocked on the door and, unlatched, it opened part way. 
He slowly pushed the door open and peered in. On his left a 
man lay sleeping in bed, gently snoring. Suddenly the wealthy 
man sneezed. With that sneeze, the rice was expelled from his 
mouth into the mouth of the sleeping man, who automatically 
swallowed it as he woke up, 

In Turkish, the awakened man exclaimed, “What's going on? 
Who are you?” Amazed to find a fellow countryman in Sa 

20, the wealthy man told him the whole story. Both were 
astonished by what happened. The man tured out to be a native 
of Istanbul, who even lived in the same neighborhood as the 
wealthy man, 

When he returned home, the wealthy man immediately went 
to the sheikh. The sheikh explained that the rice he tried to eat 
not meant for him. It was meant for the man who had 
allowed it, Since that rice was not meant for the wealthy man, 
he could not swallow it. The only solution was to get that rice to 
the man for whom it was destined. 

‘The sheikh said, with great emphasis, "Remember, whatever 
is meant for you is bound to come to you. And whatever is meant 
for others is bound to come to them also.” 

‘The man went home and thought long and hard about his 
experience and about what the sheikh had said. The next mor. 
ing he opened his warehouses and distributed all the rice to the 
poor of Istanbul 
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Efendi added, “That is true, Whatever is meant for you, and 
that includes both material and spiritual benefits, is bound to 
‘come to you, It may have to come all the way from Istanbul to San 
Francisco, or even by a more roundabout route, but it willcome 
to you.” 

T went home that evening and thought about the stories and 
about what Sheikh Muzaffer had said, | reflected on how hard 1 
pushed myself and how often | worried about failing. | realized 
that I would probably work just about as hard, and a lot more 
happily and efficiently, if 1 were confident that whatever | was 
meant to receive would surely come to me. 

The next day, when I saw Efendi, | told him how powerfully 
the stories he had told the night before had affected me. | said 
that if 1 only remembered those stories my life would be very 
different. He looked at me deeply and intently, and said "You 
will never forget them!" 

What he said was true. Although 1 remember many of the 
stories I have heard him tell, these two remain the clearest, Each 
detail seems etched in my mind. 

‘What I said was true also, Since that time, I have felt a different 
sense of trust and serenity than ever before, | have at least tasted 
the truth that God provides for all of us far better and far more 


bountifully than we generally imagine 
Almost half of this collection of talks and stories is taken from, 
Efendi’s two visits to California, On those visits, the major part of 


his audience consisted of students of psychology who were 
interested in spirituality. In some areas, such as the chapter on 
dreams, Efendi goes into far more detail than I have heard or 
read elsewhere. 

‘The other half of this collection comes from talks that and 
others recorded during Efendi's frequent visits to New York. | 
had the good fortune to listen to Efendi twice a year, spring and 
fall, from 1981 until his passing in 1985, His audience for these 
talks mainly consisted of American dervishes who were learning 
about both Sufism and Islam. 

‘The teachings and stories collected in this book are unique- 
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‘They are presentations of Sufi thought to an American audience 
by a full-fledged Sufi master. This is neither a scholarly treatise 
on Sufism nora collection of stories and writings encapsulated 
within an ancient Middle Eastern religious and cultural tradition 
that few Western readers even begin to understand. These teach 
ingsare from the living tradition of Sufism adapted and oriented 
to modern Westerners, 

Sheikh Muzaffer Ozak was the head of the HalvetiJerrahi 
Order, a three-hundred-year-old branch of one of the great Sufi 
orders. He was acknowledged in Turkey as one of the few great 
living sheikhs, or Sufi teachers. Efendi was uniquely suited to 
bring the richness of the full Sufi tradition to the West. He 
understood Westerners as almost no Sufi master before him has. 
His religious bookshop in Istanbul attracted hundreds of West 
em seekers visiting Turkey. Efendi made over twenty trips to 
Europe and the United States, often staying one to two months at 
atime. In his travels, he initiated hundreds of Americans and 
Europeans into the HalvetiJerrahi Order, interpreted their 
dreams, and answered their questions about everything from 
theology and mysticism to marriage and earning a living. 

‘These teachings have profoundly affected my own life, from 
the time | first met Efendi. I have edited and compiled his talks 
because it was his wish to have his teachings spread toas wide an 
audience as possible. | hope itwill touch your life as it did mine. 

1am deeply grateful to Sheikh Tosun Bayrak, who was 
appointed by Efendi as my guide in this path of truth. He has 
encouraged and inspired me to edit and compile this book, and 
it is mainly his own sensitive and sophisticated translations of 
Efendi's talks that made this all possible. 

Sheikh Tosun and I were blessed with the good fortune of 
editing the final draft of this manuscript in the holy city of 
it, the home and final resting place of the Prophet 
Muhammed (God's Peace and Blessings upon him). The 
Prophet's life has provided countless examples of priceless gui- 
dance and a model of the heights of human achievement for all 
dervishes from the very start of Sufism until today. The city of 
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‘Medina is permeated with the Prophet's presence. I pray that his 
light shines through these writings and touches the hearts of all 
who read this book. 

In the Turkish and Arabic linguistic traditions, the names of 
saints, prophets and other holy beings are always followed by an 
honorific phrase. It is considered impolite and disrespectful to 
say “Jesus” or “Moses” as if you were speaking of your neighbor 
next door, However, since these formal phrases seem alien and 
cumbersome to Western readers, | have given the honorific 
phrase for only the first mention of each name within a given 
chapter or story. In the text you will find "Muhammed (God's 
Peace and Blessings upon him)”. 

Other great Messengers of God include Abraham, Moses and 
Jesus, whose names are followed by “God's Peace be upon 
them.” 

The names of family members and Companions of the 
Prophet Muhammed are followed by "May God be pleased with 
him [or her].” 

‘The names of great $ 
her] soul be sanctified 

The names of departed Sufi teachers are followed by 
Mercy upon him [or her].” 

The editor wishes to express his deep gratitude to Nuriya 
Janss, whose transcriptions of Efendi’s talks and transformation 
of scattered notes into a single manuscript made this book 
possible. | am also very grateful to Nuran Reis, who was an 
invaluable help in manuscript preparation, and to Moussa Keller 
and the many other dervishes and students who read and com. 
mented on the manuscript. Finally, 1 wish to express my grati 
tude to my publisher, Kabir Helminski, whose support has been 
invaluable from the beginning. 

Any errors or inaccuracies in this book are due to the ignor 
ance and heedlessness of the editor, 


Sheikh Ragip Frager, Medina 
of the Halveti Jerrahi Order Rajab 18, 1407 AH. 
(March 18, 1987) 


fi saints are followed by “May his [or 


od's 


SUFISM 


UFISM is not different from the mysticism of all religions. 
Mysticism comes from Adam (God's Peace upon him). It 
has assumed different shapes and forms over many centur 

ies, forexample, the mysticism of Jesus (God's Peace upon him), 

of monks, of hermits, and of Muhammed (God's Peace and 

Blessings upon him). A river passes through many countries and 

each claims it for its own, But there is only one river. 

Truth does not change. People change. People try to possess 
truth and keep it for themselves, keep it from others. But you 
cannot own the trut 
Hof Sufism is the elimination of any intermediaries 
between the individual and God. The goal is to act as an exten 
sion of God, not to be a barrier. 
‘a dervish is to serve and to help others, not just to sitand 
pray. To be a real dervish is to lift up those who have fallen, to 
wipe the tears of the suffering, to caress the friendless and the 


Different people have different capacities. Some can help with 
their hands, others with their tongue, others with their prayers, 
and others with their wealth. 

You can get there by yourself, but that is the hard way, Our 
personal goals all lead to the same end. There is only one truth. 
But why deny the thousands of years of experience found in 
religion? There is real wisdom available from so many years of 
seeking and trial and error. 

‘A great mistake is to have only half religion. That keeps you 
from real faith. It is a terrible mistake, Seeing someone who is 
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only half a doctor is terribly dangerous. Someone who is half a 
ru tyrant, 

Many struggle in the maze of religion and religious differen 
ces. They are like dogs fighting over a bone, seeking their own 
selfish interests. The solution is to remember that there is only 
one Creator, who provides forall of us. The more we remember 
the One, the less the fighting. 

ASufi sheikh is like a doctor, and a student is someone who is 
sick at heart. The student comes to the sheikh for healing, A real 
sheikh will give a certain diet and certain medications to cure the 
person's ills. If students follow their sheikh’s prescriptions, they 
will be cured. Ifnot, they may be destroyed. Patients who misuse 
their doctors’ prescriptions are courting disaster. 

Ata higher level the relation ofa sheikh and students is like a 
bunch of grapes and the branch. The sheikh ties the grapes to the 
tree, to the sap and the source of the 

It is extremely important to understand this connection. It is 
like that between the bulb and the electricity. The power is the 
same. Some sheikhs have 20 volts and others 100 volts, but it is 
all the same electricity. 

‘The eyes are the windows of the soul. By looking at students 
the sheikh connects them. There can be great power in the gaze 
ofa sheikh, 

‘The first stage isto have faith. The first step of that stage is faith 
in one's sheikh, The expression of that is to submit to the sheikh. 
‘Through that submission, your arrogance will be transformed to 
humbleness, your anger and negativity will be transformed to 
good-natured ind softness, This first step is a very big one. 

Not everyone who wears a turban, fancy robes, or other special 
clothing is a sheikh, But once you find a sheikh, through God's 
Will, the first step is submission. 

‘The questioning and doubting which is so much emphasized 
in the West today may also bring you to truth, In fact, there is 
something blind in unthinking submission. It may be best to 
look, search, and think first, to choose to follow a sheikh only 
when you have resolved all your doubts and questions. 
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In our tradition it is generally considered a great breach of 
etiquette to question or to doubt your sheikh, However, it may 
be all right to question if by having your questions answered 
your faith becomes clearer and firmer. 

Even the prophet Abraham asked God, “How can you bring 
the dead back to life?” God replied, “Abraham, don’t you have 
faith in me? Do you doubt me?" Abraham answered, have 
faith, and You know what is in my heart, But I just wanted to see 

There are four ways to faith. The first is the way of knowledge. 
Someone comes to you and tells you about something you have 
never seen. For example, many people talked about this land, 
but I had never seen it. Eventually, | got on a plane and saw your 
country from the airplane window with my own eyes. When I 
saw your country for myself my faith was stronger, Now that lam 
here my faith is stronger still. The final level would be to become 
a part of this land. 

‘The four ways to faith are: 

knowledge of something 
sight of something 
being in something 
becoming something 

It is good to have doubt, but you should not stay in doubt. 
Doubt should lead you to truth, Do not stay in the questions, The 
mind can also fool you. Knowledge and science can fool you. 
There is also a state which is a part of some people's destiny — 
that the eyes which see will stop seeing, and the ears which hear 
will stop hearing, and the mind which figures out things will 
cease to figure things out. 

In the case of the prophet Abraham, his people were idol 
worshipers. He sought to find God. He looked at the brightest 
starand said, “You are my Lord.” Then the full moon came out. It 
was far bigger and brighter than any ofthe stars. Abraham looked 
atthe moon and said, “You are my Lord.” Then the sun came up 
and the moon and stars disappeared. Abraham said, “Youare the 
greatest, You are my Lord.” Then night came and the sun disap: 
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peared. Abraham said, “My Lord is the One who changes things 
and who brings them back. My Lord isthe One who isbehindall 
changes." 

You see, through this step by step process, the prophet Abra- 
ham came from idol worship to the true worship of God. He 
saved his people from falsity. You can indeed reach unity 
through multiplicity. 

There isa battle between the nafs, the lower self, and the soul. 
‘This battle will continue through life. The question is, who will 
educate whom? Who will become the master of whom? If the 
soul becomes the master, then you will be a believer, one who 
embraces Truth, If the lower self becomes master of the soul, 
you will be one who denies Truth. 


tee 


It is said that a sheikh should never be the guest of a sultan, 
and that even ifa sheikh does visit a sultan the sultan is bisguest. 
‘That is, the sheikh goes to teach and to benefit the sultan, not to 
receive anything from him. Even a sheikh has to guard against 
the temptations of money, fame and power. 

Some years ago, the Sultan of the Ottoman Empire began 
coming to the meetings of our Order. The Sultan was very much 
impressed by the wisdom of the Jemahi sheikh, and he also 
loved the zikr ceremony of the dervishes. 

Aftera couple of months the Sultan said to the sheikh, “I have 
been truly impressed and inspired by my visits here, and by you 
and your dervishes, I wish to support you in whatever ways I can, 
Please, ask me for anythin 

‘This was quite an offer, carte blanche from the ruler of one of 
the greatest empires on earth. 

‘The sheikh said, "Yes, my Sultan, you can do one thing forme. 
Please do not come back to us. 

‘The shocked Sultan asked, “Did | do anything wrong? I don't 
know all the Sufi rules of etiquette, and I'm sorry if I have 
offended you.” 
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“No, no,” said the sheikh. "You have not offended me at all 
‘The problem is not with you, but with my dervishes. Before you 
came, they would pray and chant the Divine Names for God's 
sake alone. Now when they do their prayers and chanting, they 
think of you. They think of earning your approval and about the 
wealth and power that might be gained by those who win your 
favor. No, my Sultan, it is not you but us. I'm afraid we are not 

it e enough idle you ence here. That is 


spi 
why 1am forced to 


Once, the Sultan was riding through the streets of Istanbul, 
surrounded by courtiers and soldiers. The whole population of 
the city turned out to see the Sultan, Everybody bowed as the 
Sultan passed, except for a single ragged dervish, 

‘The Sultan halted his procession and had the dervish brought 
to him, He demanded to know why the dervish did not bow 
when he passed. 

The dervish replied, “Letall these people bow to you, They all 
want what you have—money, power, status. Thank God these 
things mean nothing to me any longer. Furthermore, why should 
I bow to you when I have two slaves who are your masters?” 

The crowd gasped and the Sultan turned white with rage. 
“What do you mean?” he cried. 

“My twoslaves who are your masters are angerand greed," the 
dervish said calmly, looking the Sultan full in the face, 

Recognizing the truth of what he heard, the Sultan bowed to 
the dervish, 


eae 


God has said, "1, who cannot be contained in all the universes 
upon universes, fit into the heart of the believer.” Now God does 
‘Not actually fit into human hearts. God cannot be limited to a 
place. God's expressions fit into all people's hearts, We are not 
“part” of God, because God is indivisible. Humanity is God's 
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creation. God's expression in our hearts is that we are God's 
regents, God's representatives. We are the expression, the visible 
example of God. And so, God's Mercy is expressed through the 
thoughts and actions of one person, God's Compassion through 
another, God's Generosity through another. 

There is the essence of God and there are the attributes of 
God. The essence is impossible for us to understand. We can 
begin to understand the attributes. In fact, part of a Sufi educa 
tion is to understand those attributes in yourself, 

God has said, servants will find Me as they see Me.” This 
does not mean ifyou think of God as a tree oras. a mountain that 
God will be that ee or mountain. If you think of God as 
merciful, or loving, oras angry or vengeful, that is how you will 
find God. 

It is permissible in Sufism to talk about all of God's attributes. 
Finally, the Sufi reaches the stage of submission, and then ceases 
to ask questions 

‘There is electricity everywhere, but ifyou have only three light 
bulbs, all you will see is those three bulbs. You have to be 
sprsciousotyounelt That is the beginning and the extent of it. 

ly by knowledge of yourself will you understand certain 
attributes. The connection to the attributes is through self- 
understanding, Outwardly you will find nothing. 

All of creation is God's manifestation. But, as some parts of the 
earth receive more light than others, some people receive more 
light. The prophets received the most Divine light. Besides 
quantity there is quality. There is the question of what attributes: 
are being manifested. Some people are manifestations of differ 
ent Divine attributes. The prophets manifest all of the Divine 
attributes. The moon reflects the light of the sun, The sun is 
‘Truth; the moon is each prophet. 


LOVE 


HE essence of God is love and the Sufi path is a path of 
love. It is very difficult to describe love in words. Itis like 
trying to describe honey to someone who has never tasted 
or even seen honey, who doesn't know what honey is. 

Love is to see what is good and beautiful in everything, It isto 
learn from everything, to see the gifts of God and the generosity 
of God in everything. It is to be thankful for all God's bounties. 

‘Thisis the first step on the road to the love of God. This is justa 
seed of love. In time, the seed will grow and become a tree and 
bear fruit. Then, whoever tastes of that fruit will know what real 
love is. It will be difficult for those who have tasted to tell of ito 
those who did not. 

Love is a special pleasurable pain. Whoever has this in their 
_ heanwill know the secret. They will see that everything is Truth, 
t everything leads to Truth, There is nothing but Truth, In. 


and 
the ey will be overcome. They will sink into 


ease you taste of love, in whatever manner, in whatever 


degree—it is a tiny part of Divine Love. Love between men and 
women is also a part of that Divine Love. But sometimes the 
beloved becomes a curtain between love and realization of true 
love. One day that curtain will lift and then the real Beloved, the 
real goal will appear in all Divine glory. 

‘What is important isto have this feeling of love in yourheart in 
whatever form and shape. It is also important that you be loved, 
Itis easier to love than to be the beloved. Ifyou have been in love 
‘you will certainly reach the Beloved one day. 


—_ 


8 © LOVE IS THE WINE 


The gifts of God often come to you from the hands of other 
human beings, through God's servants, And so, Divine love also 
expre’ self betweeen human beings. 

The sheikhs are the pourers of the wine and the dervish isthe 
glass. Love is the wine. By the hand of the wine pourer, the 
glass—the dervish—is filled. This is the shor way. Love could be 
offered to one by other hands. This is the short way. 


Once one of my dervishes asked me ifthe love of dervish for 
asheikh wasan example of worldly love, To understand truly the 
relationship between sheikh and dervish, you have to look not 
only at this world but also at the Hereafter, 

On the Day of Judgment each soul will be asked what deeds it 
brought with it, what good deeds it has accomplished, to gain 
admittance to Paradise. On the Divine balance scale all our good 
deeds will be weighed against our sins and errors. 

When your deeds are weighed and you are found lacking, as 
so many of us will be, you will turn to your husband or wife and 
ask if they can spare any good deeds to help your plight. 
Absorbed in their own judgment they will say, "What about me? I 
have not done enough to merit Paradise. Who will help me” You 
will turn to your father, and he too will s need help. Who 
will aid me?’ ‘Turning to your mother, you will ask her for help. 
And your mother, overcome with the shock of Judgment Day, 
will also say, “Iam lost myself. Will anyone help me” 

‘Then your sheikh or one of your brother or sister dervishes 
will appear and say to you, “Take all of my good deeds. It is 
enough for me if you enter Paradise.” Divine Compassion and 
Divine Justice will then intercede. Not allowing such generosity 
to go unrewarded, sheikh and dervish will be taken to Paradise, 

And that is how we will go, God willing, hand in hand, each 
holding on to each other. 

None of us may be truly worthy, but because of those who 
have gone before us and because of your love for each other, we 


will carry each other to Paradise! 

‘So, to answer the question, no, the love of a dervish for his or 
her sheikh is ofan example of worldly love! 

One of the great examples of love is the relationship between 
the Prophet Joseph (God's Peace upon him) and Zuleika, Poti 
phar's wife. Joseph was said to be more radiant, more handsome 
than any other prophet before him. Zuleika fell in love with 
Joseph the moment she saw him, 

Zuleika sacrificed everything for her love of Joseph—money, 
reputation and position. She was so crazy about Joseph that she 
would give her finest jewels toanyone who reported seeing him 
and told her what her beloved was doing, She became the 
scandal of the Egyptian aristocracy—a married woman shame: 
lessly in love wih her husband's s| 

) There isa deep truth here. ‘This was not.an ordinary love. Lo 
so powerful has something forbidden, even illicit, about it. Ite: 
make you forget who you think you are, It can take you beyond ) 
the conventions and limits of your society. It can tke you te 
‘Truth, 

Once she heard that all the society ladies were gossiping 
about her, Zuleika paid them back. She invited her friends to 
lunch. For dessert she served fresh fruit along with sharp knives 
to peel and cut the fruit. Then she summoned Joseph. All the 
women were so struck with his beauty they forgot completely 
about the fruit they were cutting and cut themselves, Zuleika 
commented, "You see! Now do you blame me?” 

‘Years later their stations in society were reversed, Joseph had 
become the Pharaoh's friend and closest advisor, the second 
most powerful man in the country. Zuleika had been cast out by 
her husband because of her scandalous love and was now 
reduced to earning a meager living through begging and menial 
labor. 

Joseph saw Zuleika in the street one day. He was robed in silk, 

riding a beautiful stallion, surrounded by advisors and his own 
personal guard of soldiers. Zuleika was clad in rags, her beauty 
lost in the trials of her life of the past years. Joseph said, "Oh 


+ 
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Zuleika, before, when you wanted to marry me, I had to refuse 
you. You were my master's wife. Now you are free and | am no 
longer a slave. If you wish, I will marry you now.” 

Zuleika looked at him, her eyes filled with light. She said, “No, 
Joseph. My great love for you was buta veil between me and the 
Beloved. | have torn that veil aside. Now that I have found the 
Beloved, | no longer need your love.” 

‘Through her great love for Joseph, Zuleika found what we are 
all seeking, the Source of Love. 


In Istanbul, there is a beautiful mosque called the Beyazid 
Mosque, From the time this mosque was built, Sufi sheikhs and 
dervishes have always been present. 

Sheikh Jemal Halveti (God's Mercy upon him), one of the 
sheikhs of our path, was invited by the Sultan to bless the 
opening of this grand mosque, The wise men of Istanbul, the 
aristocracy, and the Sultan himself were there. The cream of the 
Ottoman Empire was gathered that day, 

When the sheikh got up to talk before this learned and sophis- 
ticated crowd, a simple-minded man jumped up. The man s 
“Oh Sheikh, | lost my donkey. Everybody in Istanbul is here. 
Please ask them if they have seen my donkey.” 

‘The sheikh said, "Sit down. 1 will find your donkey.” The 
sheikh then addressed the crowd, “Are there any among you 
who do not know what love is, who have not tasted love in any 
form?" At first nobody moved, but finally, one by one, three men 
stood up, The first man to stand up said, "Itis true, [really do not 
know what love is, I have never tasted it. [do not even know what 
it is to like someone.” The other two nodded agreement. 

Then the sheikh said to the man who had lost his donkey, 
“You lost one donkey. Here, lam offering you three!” 

But even a donkey loves fresh green grass. When people leam 
how to love—real, true love—their station rises above that of 
angels. When we do not know love, our station becomes lower 
than that of donkeys. 


‘That reminds me of another donkey story. 

Once, one of Jesus's apostles was preaching in a small town, 
The people asked him to perform a miracle, by raising the dead, 
as Jesus had done. 

They went to the town cemetery and stopped before a grave. 
The apostle prayed to God to bring the dead back to life. The 
dead man rose from his grave, looked around him and cried, “My 
donkey, where is my donkey?" In life, he had been a poor man 
whose most cherished possession was his donkey, His donkey 
was the most important thing in his life. 

The same is true for you. Whatever you care about most will 
determine what happens to you at resurrection. You will be 
together in the Hereafter with the ones you love. 


DERVISH EDUCATION 


JHE great Sufi saint Ibrahim Ad’ham (May his soul be 

sanctified) was once the Sultan of Belkh, He abandoned 

the kingship of this world to become the king of the 
Hereafter, 

His example illustrates that we may think that we are the ones 
who seek and who find, but this is not really so. It is God Who 
seeks us and then we respond, 

At our level, we often don’t accept God's invitation imme 
diately. We wait. We consider and contemplate. 

Ibrahim Ad’ham had considerations also, He wanted to be a 
dervish and to devote his life to find himselfand to find God, but 
he hada lot to give up. He had to give upawhole kingdom, and 
give up the state ofa sultan. The invitation was there—God was 
asking for him. But he wasn't ready to say, “Here Lam, Lord.’ That 
isall you have to say, “am here: | am present, at your orders.” 

ca Renn Go one of the fundamentals of Sufi 
practices To remember is, most simply, to say, “Tam her 
Ibrahim Ad’ham was not capable of remembrance at this 
But God requested Ibrahim Ad’ham to come to Him, 
One fight the sultan was sleeping in his feather bed, with silk: 


see must go; I must leave this; | must.” All of a sudden he 
ard strange noises on the roof of the palace. He opened the 
window and shouted, “Who is up there? What are you doing up 
there?” A voice came down and said, “We are plowing the field 
up here.” Ibrahim Ad’ham said, “What kind of an answer is that? 
How can you plow a field on the roof of the palace?” The voice 
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sheets and the finest blankets. In_his bean there came the ~ 
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replied, “Well, ifyou think that you can find God in your silken 
sheets and in bed, why not plow on the roof of the palace!” 
You have to make 


veils between Me and you.” 
yourself, 

If you don’t think of God in this way, you can search the 
universe and never find God, like the Russian astronaut who 
looked for God outside his spaceship and said, “Oh, I haven't 
seen God up there.” 

He has to find God in himself. 
© Something which is so close to you is hard to see. It is too 
close. And something which is too far away cannot be seen 
either. Once some little fish came toa big fish and said, "We hear 
that there isan ocean somewhere, Will you please show us the 
ocean?” The big fish replied, “For that you will have to get out of 
the ocean,” 


‘od isnearer to you than youare to 


So do you have to go out of the truth to be able to see the truth? » 


Perhaps God, the Truth, will show Himself to you. 

But there is nothing but Truth. So you can't getOut of the Truth 
to be able to look at the Truth. Just as the fish cannot come out of 
the water to see the water, 


God says, Lam closer to you than your jugularvein. God is that 5 


Everything around you is 


cannot see God unless God chooses to be visible to you. And 


God will become known to you ina way that is different from the 
experience of anybody else. So you will never be able ip convey 
fully your experience.to another, 

God Most High, gel does not fit into all the earths and 
heavens, has fi in thetheart of the believer: The 
experience of Cares from your heart. God will aj to 
you according to your potential, according OPER is 
different for each of us, WN es. 

On another occasion, Ibrahim Ad’ham went out for a picnic. 
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Food was placed in front of him, and a crow swooped down and 
took his bread. The Sultan asked his men to follow the crow. 
‘sand followed the crow, until itcame toa 
man who wastied toa tree. The crow putthe bread in his mouth. 

The soldiers reported this to the Sultan, who then went to the 
bound man and asked, “Who are you? What happened?” The 
man replied, “I am a merchant, and bandits took everything | 
had. I have been tied up here for days. Every day this black bird 
has brought food and put it in my mouth. When I am thirsty a 
little cloud appears and rains right into my mouth.” 

As Jesus (God's Peace upon him) has said, look at the birds, 
They go out in the moming and God gives them their suste 
nance. Then, they return to their homes at night. They do not do 
anything for their own sustenance. Here, God showed Ibrahim 
Ad’ham that it was not necessary to be tied to his sultanate, tothis 
world. His sustenance would be given to him by God. 9 

Jesus gave up the world. He divorced this world completely, 
Finally all that Jesus possessed were two items—his comb, 
which he used to comb his beard, and his cup, which he used to 
drink water, 

One day he saw an old man combing his beard with his 
fingers, so Jesus threw away his comb. Then he saw another man 
who was drinking water from his cupped hands, so he threw 
away his cup. 

As long as you do not divorce the world and the worldly, you 
are not going to meet your God. You must be very careful here. 
Jesus is an example of this total giving up of the material world. 
On the other hand, you have the great prophet King Solomon 
(God's Peace upon him). He was the richest of the rich, and the 
most powerful, both of this world and of the hereafter. The 
prophet Solomon was the king of humans, jinn, animals and 
elements. The world becomes a veil between you and God as 
Jong as your heart is attached to your possessions. If you have 
everything you desire, but cin do without—that is fine. On the 
other hand, if you have nothing but a fish head and you are 
attached to that piece of fish, then you are attached to this world, 
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It is a question of divorce by the heart. Material poverty is not 
necessary. 

Tbn Arabi (May his soul be sanctified ), considered the “Great 
est Sheikh” in Sufism, met a devout and ascetic fisherman in his 
travels in Tunisia. The fisherman lived ina mud hut. Every day he 
took his boat out to fish and he would distribute all he eaughtto 
the poor, except fora single fish head which he boiled for his 
own meager dinner. 

The fisherman became Ibn Amibi's dervish and eventually 
became a sheikh himself, When one of the fisherman's dervishes 
was about to leave on a trip to Spain, the fisherman asked him to 
visit his sheikh and to ask Ibn Arabi to send him some spiritual 
guidance, because the fisherman felt he had not been making 
any spiritual progress for many years. 

When the dervish came to Ibn Arabi's home town he asked 
where he could find the great Sufi sheikh. The townspeople 
pointed out a palatial mansion on top of the hill and told him 
that was the sheikh’s home. The dervish was shocked at how 
worldly Ibn Arabi must be, especially compared to his own 
beloved, simple fisherman sheikh. 

Reluctantly he made his way to the mansion, On the way he 
passed cultivated fields, beautiful orchards, and herds of sheep, 
goats and cattle, Each time he asked he was told that the fields, 
the orchards and the animals all belonged to Ibn Arabi. The 
dervish asked himself how could such a materialist be a Sufi 
sheikh. 

When he reached the mansion the dervish’s worst fears were 
confirmed. Here was wealth and luxury beyond his wildest 
dreams. The walls were made of inlaid marble. The floors were 
covered with priceless carpets. The servants wore silk. Their 
clothing was finer than that of the wealthiest men and women of 
the dervish’s home village. He asked for Ibn Arabi and was told 
the master was visiting the Caliph and would be back shortly. 
Aftera short wait he saw a procession coming toward the house. 
First came an honor guard of the Caliph’s soldiers, with brightly 
shining armor and weapons, mounted on beautiful Arabian 
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horses. Then came Ibn Arabi, dressed in magnificent silk robes 
and a turban fit for a sultan 

When the dervish was brought to see Ibn Arabi, beautiful 
serving girls and handsome serving boys brought them coffee 
and cakes. The dervish relayed his kh’s message. He was 
shocked and indignant wies ‘Tha Arabi told him, “Tell_your 
master bit % attached to the world.’ 

When the dervish eed home, his sheikh eagerly asked if 
he had met the great sheikh, Reluctantly, the dervish admitted 
that he had. “Well, did he give you any advice for me?" 

‘The dervish tried to avoid repeating Ibn Arabi’s remarks. They 
were so incongruous considering Ibn Arabi's opulence and his 
own sheikh’s asceticism. Besides, his sheikh might be offended 
at him for repeating such things. 

‘The fisherman insisted, and finally the dervish told him what 
Ibn Arabi had said. The fisherman broke into tears, His amazed 
dervish asked how could Ibn Arabi, living in such luxury, dare to 
tell him he was too attached to the world. “He is right,” the 
fisherman said. “He really cares nothing for all that he has, but 
every night, when I have my fish head, I wish it were a whole 


Every prophet has a specific duty. The role of Jesus Christ was 
to exhibit the lack of worldly possessions and concerns. 

The words and actions of the prophets and the beloved of God 
are not their own. They no longer have their own will, They 
express only God's will. Even lesser saints reach a similar stage, 
What they see is seen with God’ What they hear is heard 
with God's ears. What they say is said with God's tongue. They 
walk with God's feet and grasp with God's hands. 

‘That is how Jesus did not have his own will. He was the 
‘expression of God's will fora specific function and purpose, and. 
this is possible even for ordinary—well, not so ordinary— 
people who love God and are loved by God, 
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In Solomon, God's will manifested itself with property and 
power. Jesus became the sultan of the heart and the spirit, while 
Solomon combined worldly and spiritual rule. 

Ifyou are a sultan of this world, people will not be content or 
in accord with your rulings. It is very difficult. Moses (God's 
Peace upon him) complained to God, “I'm trying to work foryou 
but everybody is talking against me.” God replied, “Moses, you 
are only flesh and blood. Iam their Creator, 1am their Sustainer. 
And they talk against Me too!” 

That is why God remains hidden, at least from most of us. 
(Some of us even today, still see God!) Could you imagine if God 
was visible, as the prophets were? We would go running to God, 
crying, “Look, | don’t have any children. I don't have enough 
money. | lost my job.” Others would say "I'm not content with 
Your justice!” That is why God has hidden—to find peace and 
safety. At least God has hidden from the complainers. 

You see, to come back to our story, human will is very limited. 
Do not fool yourself saying that yoware seeking and that you will 
find, Ibrahim Ad'ham was called by the Truth. But he had to be 
taught by the man plowing on the roof of his palace, and by the 
crow who fed the bound man. But do not forget, you have to see 
these signs. Looking is not enough; you have to see. Hearing is 
not enough; you have to understand. 

Finally, one day Ibrahim Ad’ham left his palace and took to the 
fields, He met a shepherd in tattered clothes. Outside were rags, 
butthe shepherd had found God in the solitude of the fields. His 
insides had become rich and beautiful, Although the sultan wore 
silk, his insides were tattered, because he had not found the 
truth, Ibrahim Ad’ham asked the shepherd to exchange clothing, 
and they did. 

‘The Sultan turned his back to the world. His kingdom, wealth 
and power, his clothes and his rank were the veils between him 

and God. He tore them off and threw them away. Of course, he 
had to have these things first, in order to be able to give them up. 

And he went where he was told. 

Ibrahim Ad'ham was led to a sultan of truth, his sheikh, his 
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teacher. Under his master’s order, Ibrahim Ad’ham began the 
greatest combat, the combat with his ego. 

In his education as a dervish, Ibrahim Ad'ham's sheikh gave 
him the task of wandering in the world, to see where he came 
from. 

In this kind of training, you read a book for the first time and 
understand certain things. Then, you read it again and under 
stand something else. You read ita third time and find still more, 
The sheikh sent Ibrahim Ad’ham to read the book of his previous 
life, so he could understand it at a higher level 

‘The greatest book is this world, this life, Read it and reread it, 
Your past is the greater part of this book. As you keep rereading. 
it, you will find it changed, and you will find yourself, It is a vast 
book, reaching from this earth to the farthest comer of the 
heavens. 

Ibrahim Ad’ham arrived back in Belkh on a cold winter eve: 
ning. He made his night prayer in the Grand Mosque which he 
had built when he was sultan, 

Night is very important for the seeker. The time for night 
Prayer comes about an hour or so after sunset and continues 
until about two and a half hours afterwards, After finishing their 
devotions to God, some people go home to be with their 
beloved. They look into the eyes and smell the hair of their 
beloved. That is also devotion—loving one’s wife and children, 
And the great saints and prophets often devoted themselves to 
prayer and devotion at night 

After Ibrahim Ad"ham made his night prayers he had nowhere 
togo. He said to himself, “This is a house of God and I built itto 
be open to everybody. I'm going to find a little corner to sit and 
meditate and rest." 

The caretaker of the mosque came in. Recently a thief had 
taken a carpet from the mosque. The caretaker found the ex. 
sultan, now a dervish, and said, “Aha! You are the carpet thief 
hiding here to steal another carpet.” He dragged Ibrahim 
‘Ad’ham by the feet and pulled him down the hundred steps of 
the mosque. Ibrahim’s head hit each step. And all the way down, 
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with each pain, Ibrahim Ad"ham thanked God. When he reached 
the bottom of the steps, he said to himself, “Ah, if 1 only had 
made more stairs.” 

Because of his submission to Divine Will, for each moment of 


left this world, he had left the pains of this world. Yet you have to 
suffer the pains of this world for your spiritual level to rise. 

All scriptures say we are brought to this world to be tested. You 
can find this in the tradition of Moses, in the tradition of Jesus, 
and in the tradition of Muhammed. 

But what is testing? A teacher tests students to determine their 

abilities, the level of their knowledge. The teacher does not 
know how much the students have learned. But doesn't God 
know? God knows perfectly our abilities, our knowledge, and 
our level of consciousness. The reason for God's tests is to make 
usknow, Tests show us Where we are, and let others know where 
the are, through both our tests and theirs. 
1 ones Who suffer the worst trials are the beloved of God— 
the prophets, the saints, and God's teachers, They are visible 
symbols of humanity, whose job is to show others our purpose 
‘on earth, 

Eventually, Ibrahim Ad’ham passed almost all the tests set for 
him by his teacher, and he returned to the city where his sheikh 
lived. Before he arrived, the sheikh spoke to the rest of his 
dervishes, You see, sheikhs know when things come and go, 
within themselves and outside. The sheikh told all his dervishes 
to go to the gates of the city. “When you see Ibrahim Ad’ham 
returning, don't let him enter. Hit him, kick him, spit at him, beat 
him, make him stumble.” When Ibrahim Ad’ham came to the city 
gates, his brothers did many cruel things to him. He went to 
another gate and his brothers there abused him just as badly. He 
went to the third gate and was met the same way. Ibrahim 
Ad’ham said, “Look, no matter what you do to me—you may 
shed my blood and try to kill me—nobody is going to prevent 
me from reaching my sheikh.” 

When finally he managed to pass through the gates, all the 
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dervishes continued to kick at his heels, until he reached the 
sheikh’s home. The dervishes kept kicking him and kicking him 
and kicking him. Ibrahim Ad’ham said nothing, He just con 
tinued going toward his sheikh. Then, one young, enthusiastic 
dervish kicked him so hard that the skin on the back of his heel 
was torn off, Ibrahim Ad‘ham turned and said calmly, “Why are 
you doing these things to me? Don't you know that | am your 
brother? I'm a dervish also. Do you still take me for the sultan of 
Belkh?” 

‘The dervishes reported this to the sheikh, who said, "You see, 
he hasn't yet reached the highest level, He hasn't forgotten what 
he once was. The taste of the sultanate, the taste of the power of 
the king is still in the palate of his mind and his memory." 


For many years Ibrahim Ad'ham continued to travel, begging 
for his food, learning from the world, and teaching by example. 

Aman once wished to give him some money, He said, “Ifyou 
are rich I shall accept your offer, but not if you are poor.” 

The man assured Ibrahim Ad'ham that he was indeed very 
wealthy. 

“Just how much money do you hav 


“Do you wish you had ten thousand?" 

“Yes, of course.” 

“Would you prefer twenty thousand?” 

“That would be wonderful.” 

“You are not really rich at all! You need this money more than | 
do, I'm satisfied with whatever God gives me. I couldn't possibly 
accept anything from someone who is Jalways yearning for 
more.” aie 


eee 


One day Ibrahim Ad’ham tried to enter a public bath. The bath 
attendant stopped him and asked for the entrance fee. He hung 
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his head and admitted he had no money. 

‘The attendant replied, “Ifyou have no money, you can’t enter 
the bath.” 

Ibrahim Ad’ham cried out and sank to the ground, weeping 
bitterly. Passersby stopped to comfort him. Someone offered 
him money so he could get into the public bath. 

Ibrahim Ad‘ham said; “I'm notweeping because I was refused 
entrance to the bath. When the bath attendant demanded an 
admission fee 1 was reminded of something which led me to 
weep, If am not allowed to enter the bath in this world unless | 
pay the fee, what hope do | have of being allowed to enter 
Paradise? What will happen to me when they demand, ‘What 
good deeds have you brought? What have you done worthy of 
being let into Paradise? Just as I was kept out of the bath because 
I could not pay, I will surely be kept out of Paradise if I have no 
good deeds to my credit. That is why I weep and moan.” 

As they reflected on their own lives and deeds, all his listeners 
began to cry with Ibrahim Ad’ham, 


When Ibrahim Ad'ham visited the city of Basra, the people of 
the city asked him, “Although God says, 'Call upon Me, and I will 
answer your prayers,’ our prayers are never answered.” Ibrahim 
Ad’ham replied, “Your hearts are dead because of ten bad quali- 
ties. God does not accept the prayers of those whose hearts are 
dead.” Then Ibrahim Ad'ham listed their ten failings: 

1, You pretend to acknowledge God, yetyou do not give what 
is due to God. Try to repay what you owe God by helping the 
poor and needy. 

2. You read the Holy Qur'an, but you fail to observe its 
teachings. Practice what you read. 

3, You claim that Satan is your enemy, yet you obey him. 
Refuse to follow his suggestions, 

4, You call yourselves members of the Community of 
Muhammed, yet you do not even try to follow the example of the 
Prophet. 
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5. You say that you wish to enter Paradise, yet you fail to 
perform those deeds that you know are needed to gain 
admittance. 

6. You wish to be saved from the Fire, yet you continually 
throw yourselves into it by your sins and bad deeds, 

7. You know that death comes to all, yet you have made no 

ion for it. 

8. You see all the faults of your brothers and sisters in religion, 
yet you fail to look at your own faults. 

9. Youconsume all you have received from your Lord without 
giving thanks and without showing your gratitude by feeding 
others. 


10. You bury your dead without learning the great lesson that 
the same end will come to you also.” 


The prophets and saints are like mirrors; just as the mirror 
shows us the dirt on our faces, so do holy men and women show 
us our faults. 

An old saying goes, "Clean your face instead of blaming the 
mirror.” But most of us would rather break the mirror than give 
up our bad habits. 

Ibrahim Ad’ham’s teachings opened the eyes of his listeners. 
They also hold for us today, and forall believers until the Day of 
Resurrection. 


FAITH 


'N the early years of Islam, many thoughtful people whose 

ancestors had worshiped idols or fire came to question their 

ancestors’ practices, There were two fire worshiping broth. 
ets who felt this way. One brother suggested that they put their 
hands into fire. If it burned, they should stop worshiping it and 
embrace Islam. So they prayed to fire, asking the god of their 
ancestors not to bum them, When they put their hands into the 
fire, it bumed. 

‘The first brother said he was going to investigate Islam. The 
second brother backed out, saying he wasn’t ready to abandon 
the religion of his culture and his ancestors. 

first brother went to the nearby mosque. He was amazed 
delighted to see everyone praying together, without any 
distinctions of class or caste. Slaves stood next to men of power 
and influence. Rich and poor were intermingled. The fire 
worshiper's heart was moved by the truth of the scriptural pas: 
‘sages read and by the views of God expressed by the teacher. He 
got up at the end of the prayers and expressed his intention to 
embrace Islam. The assembled congregation was touched and 
‘overjoyed by his sincerity. As he was obviously a poor man, 
several of the wealthier believers offered to loan him money or 
give him a job. The man refused all offers of help, saying that 
God had helped him even when he was an unbeliever, and 
surely now that he had come to faith he could continue torely on. 
God. 


‘The man returned home and told his wife about all that had 
occurred. She was overjoyed to hear of her husband's new faith 
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and agreed to embrace Islam as well 

‘The man left home to seek work. He was a porter who carried 
heavy loads fora living. But no one had any work for him. When 
noon came, he went to the masque for prayer. Again, he refused. 
offers of help from fellow believers. He prayed to God to provide 
for him and his family, But that aftemoon there was still no work 
to be found. Finally, that night he retumed home. Rather than 
disappoint his wife and children, he told them that he had found 
4 job with a wonderful master, but his new employer had left 
early and forgotten to pay him. They hada meager supper made 
up of what little food was left in the house. 

‘The second day went just like the firs. The man simply could 
find no work, no matter how hard he tried. At each of the times 
for prayer, he went to the mosque and prayed to God to provide 
sustenance for his family. That evening, on the way home, he 
picked up some scraps outside an inn and brought them home 
torelieve his children’s hunger. He told his family that his master 
had once again forgotten to pay him 

‘On the third dy, there was still no work. He prayed deeply at 
noon for his family, He saw this situation asa test of his faith and 
resolved to do nothing but pray and seek work until his family 
was provided for, 

That afternoon a radiantly handsome young man came to his 
house and handed a bag of gold to the wife. He said, “Tell your 
husband that his new master is well pleased with him." Opening 
the bag, she cried, “Oh, what a wonderful, generous master!" She 
had never even seen a gold coin in her life before. Here was 
enough money to support the whole family for the rest of their 
lives. 

‘The wife took one coin to the moneychanger. When hetested 
the coin, the moneychanger asked where she had gotten it. "I 
have never seen such absolutely pure gold. I cannot imagine 
where on earth it could have come from." 

‘The man was unable to find work all that day. Tired, hungry 
and dejected he set off for home. He was worried about how 
disappointed his wife and children would be. On the way home 
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he stopped and filled two large kerchiefs—one with sand and 
the other with stones. “At least, my neighbors, who have all 
heard of my new faith, will not gossip about my returning home 
empty-handed for three days in a row.” 

When the man came to his house, he saw lit candles in all the 
windows and smelled meat and vegetables cooking. He threw 
open the door and saw his wife and children in their best 
clothes, several pots of food bubbling on the fire. Upset, he 
asked his wife, “Did you borrow money from someone? Where 
did you get all this food and these candles?” 

Happily, his wife told him thata messenger had come from his 
new master and given them a bag of pure gold coins. The man 
threw down his two bundles behind the door and embraced his 
happy family, Then his wife reprimanded him for throwing food 
on the floor. He tumed and found that the sand had turned into 
the finest flourand the stones had tumed into fresh baked bread! 
Weare also sustained by God. We are as well paid, only we rarely 
realize it and are rarely grateful, 


Superficially, it seems that science and materialism have 
become obstacles to faith in this modern world. However, we 
must be careful to distinguish two kinds of faith. There is blind 
faith, where one simply says, “I have faith. | believe in God.” 
‘There is also real faith, which is not just a belief, [tis faith which is 
expressed in acti 

Even if you do not say “I believe,” your actions will express 
your faith. There are even some people who will deny their faith 
with their mouths, but not with their actions. They are faithful 

their science and through their art, though they may 
even say “I don’t believe” with their mouths. 

Such people confirm their faith in theiractions, in their way of 
life, in their creative discoveries. Superficially they seem to be 
doubters, agnostics, but they are really people of faith. 2 

Whether that kind of faith is acceptable to God or notis not for 
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us to say, Who knows? Only God knows. I certainly haven't 
spoken to God about whether our faith or the doubters’ faith will 
be accepted by Him. 

Some people claim that these are difficult times for humanity, 
but | don'tthink so. The times are not bad. Some people are bad 
. The moon, the sun, and the stars have not failed in their 
. The seasons appear and disappear just as they always 


Real men and women don't change. They finally find them 
selves and they turn toward God. By real men and women I 
mean the truly human beings, I am not talking about animals 
who appear in human shape. | am talking about those who are 
human, as humans are meant to be. 

I have seen many who have appeared to be sinners and evil, 
bad people, who have become wonderful examples of real 
human beings. You have seen wild animal trainers in circuses, 
who educate elephants, tigers and lions, E: 


ourself—and after all, you are not a tiger or a lion or an 
this inner treasure, then you will 
become a real human being. ee 

We might pray that the number of teachers and masters 
increases, and that people become their own teachers and find 
this treasure in themselves. When people are contemplating an 
evil act, intending to carry it out, and realize that they are being 
watched, that evil intention will disappear in them. 

Why has God sent us teachers and prophets since the very 
dawn of humanity? If that treasure, that potential, was not in us, 
why should God take the trouble of sending teachers and 
prophets to help us find it? 

As long as the word of God comes from our lips, the Last Day 
twill not come, Whatis the meaning of this? As long as there is a 
’ single person who believes in God and says God's names, then 

the Last Day will not come. But that is not saying “God” like 
saying “Hello.” 
‘Those who say “God” must know that humanity is divine. We 


bofus has a treasure- 
within, Whenever you see this treasure whic is in 
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are all divine. We belong to God. We are neither the before nor 
are we the after. We are a part of truth, When that is forgotten, 
when that remembrance is erased from our heads, then we are in 
danger. But that has not happened. 

Today, on the face of the earth, are there more men and 
‘women who believe in God, or are there more who do not 
believe? God wants us to find Him, to know Him. And the Devil 
wants us to forget and to lose God. Who are in the majority, the 
followers of God or the followers of the Devil? 

Ifwe say that there are more followers of the Devil, that means. 
that the Devil has more power than God. By this criterion, you 
can see that the faithful must be in the majority, There are many 
who think that they deny God, orth of God, butthei 
actions are actually those of believers. 
list countries, there are many hiding their faith. In 
democratic countries we believe we are free in expressing our 
faith, But in countries under the fist of tyranny, in spite of 
oppression, many have to hide their faith, yet they remain 
faithful. 

Look at Turkestan in Russia, for instance, There is an Islamic 
ritual of sacrificing a lamb, in commemoration of Abraham's: 
sacrifice of a ram in place of his son. Under the Communist 
regime, the people are forbidden to celebrate this ritual, In spite 
of that, devout Muslims go and steal lambs from the collective 
farms in order to carry out this religious sacrifice. They risk their 
lives to do it. Although stealing is sinful, they will steal to carry 
out their religious duty. 

In Viet Nam, for in: 


you may remember how many 
gasoline over themselves and burned 
is obviously not something that is pleasant to 
hear about, or to see or feel. But look at the extent of their faith, 
Those priests were willing to purify themselves, to sacrifi 
themselves in this terribly painful way, To commit suicide is a 
very ugly thing, but these Buddhists did it for the sake of their 
faith. 


In our times, the majority of people are believers, And, in any 
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case, the future is for the believers, Those who act—who are 
permitted to act—are the believers. There is God, our Creator. 
‘The faithful are those who are able to act, who are able to 
perform, who are able to function. 


SELF KNOWLEDGE 


ODsays, “Those who purge themselves of their na/swill 

ind salvation.” The nafsis nota thing, The Arabic term is 

related to words for “breath,” “soul,” “essence,” "self," 

and “nature.” It refers to a process which comes about from the 

interaction of body and soul. The body is composed of "clay," a 

combination of material elements. The soul comes from God. It 

has seven aspects or levels—the mineral soul, thé vegetable 

soul, the animal soul, the human soul, the angelic soul, the 
secret soul, and the soul of the secret of the secrets, 

Certain elements of the soul can be improved. The medicine 
for this can be found in the holy scriptures and in the teachings 
of the prophets and saints. 

How could the soul have any negative or undesirable quali 
ties? After all, it is not of this earth but comes from the level ofthe 
Throne of God. 

The i an exile when it enters the body. It 
becomes imprisoned within the body. Our bodies contain many 
different organs and instruments of action, for example, our 
sexual organs, but the body itself does not contain the psychic 
power to fulfill our physical urges. The soul contains the power, 
but not the means of action. 

When the soul puts these bodily instruments into bad usage, 
thenwe can speak of undesirable qualities of the soul. God has 
created nothing which is bad. It is our misuse of thin, s Which 
becomes bad. For example, sexual desire is normal and neces: 

‘Sary to propagate the species. It also provides way of expressing 
love between husband and wife. However, when this natural 


a 
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__ desire is tured into!lust) it can lead to all kinds of harmful 
actions. piss 
~ So, which is responsible for our bad acts—the body or the 
soul? It is said that on the Day of Judgment the body will blame 
the soul, saying "/had no power toact.” The soul will then try to 
blame the body, saying "I had no means to act.” They will be 
answered with the parable of a strong blind man carrying a 
cripple on his back. The cripple possesses both sight and judg 
ment, and directs the movements of his blind bearer. Which is 
responsible? Both are guilty 
‘The na/sis not bad in itself. Neverblame your nafs Part of the 
work of Sufism is to change the state of your nafs The lowest 
state is that of being completely dominated by your wants and 
desires. The next state is to struggle with yourself, to seek to act 
according to reason and higher ideals and to criticize yourself 
whenever you fail. A much higher state is to be satisfied with 
whatever God provides for you, whether it means comfort or 
discomfort, fulfillment of physical needs or not 
Allofthese levels of nafsare part of the created world. They are 
imprisoned in the body, exiled from their home. 
The highest level of the soul, the pure soul, is not a part of 
creation, It is an aspect of the Divine Attribute, a/Hai, The 
erliving, You cannot locate it either inside or outside the body. 
‘The other levels are located within the body, butthe pure soul is 
apart of the Infinite, As such, it cannot be contained within all of 
creation. It isa direct manifestation of The Everliving. 
‘The nafs contains the dispositions or qualities of the em- 
bodied soul 
+ God said, “We blew into Adam with Our own breath.” This is 
the soul which remains imprisoned in the body until we hear the 
words at death, "Return to your Lord.” The lowest levels of soul 
remain within the body. They do not want to leave at death. They 
rebel because they have become attached to the body. 
What about the souls of the great prophets and saints? They 
ure, in fact, different from the rest of us. They are more pure. The 
earthly, material elements of these great human beings are taken 
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from the most holy, sacred spots on earth. Their bodies are pure 
and when the soul enters such bodies it is not defiled in any way. 

There is a famous saying, "He who knows himself [literally, 
“He who knows his nafs" knows his Lord.” ‘There are two. 
meanings to this. The first is that we can come to know our 
needs, desires and weaknesses, and also come to realize the 
existence of a majestic power. Then we know that we need a 
protector—someone who feeds us, clothes usand shelters us in 
this world. The second is a mystical explanation, God said, “lam 
closer to you than your own jugular vein.” In knowing ourselves 
we will discover this deep connection with our Lord, By follow. 
ing this cord we can reach God 

‘This path back to God can be followed only by those who live 
according to God's commandments. Those who don't, who 
choose to follow Satan instead, will be separated, 

There is something which unites us to God. Although God is 
above all similes, it is like the existence of millions of indiv 
light bulbs yet there is but one thing called electricity, 
differs. Some are 10 watts and others are 100 watts, The power 
behind themall isthe same. Or think ofa bunch of grapes. They 
will rot quickly if plucked, but will live iftheyare left on the vine 
Something comes to each grape through the vine. 

Everything is the same, everything is beautiful in essence 
Only the superficial attributes can be ugly, 

Do not be attached to this world. Separation from everything 
ofthis world comes with death, Before you die you will hear the 
order, “Return to your Lord.” All attachments to the world will 
leave and you will find unity with God, 

King Solomon (God's Peace upon him) was the wealthiest 
and most powerful ruler and also the greatest prophet of hisage. 
Although he had great power and inconceivable wealth, his 

were of no concem to him. He considered them 
nothing but a burden and a source of trouble. 

Every day he visited his parrot. One day the parrot was very 
sad. The bird had become homesick for his native land. 

Speaking of parrots, one parrot who had an amazingly large 


34 © LOVE IS THE WINE 


vocabulary was auctioned in Istanbul for $2,000. When Nasrud- 
din (who often taught through humor) saw this he was amazed. 
The next day he brought his big, ugly turkey to the market. The 
best offer he received from the crowd was $6. He cried to the 
crowd to bid higher, because his bird was much bigger than the 
bird that sold for $2,000. Someone shouted, “That was a fine 
parrot, and can talk just like a man!” Nasruddin replied “This isa 
fine turkey and can think just like a man!” 

King Solomon granted his parrot leave to return home. The 
journey took one month to go and one month to come back, so 
Solomon gave his parrot three months’ leave. He warned the 
parrot to come back on time or else he would send the winds or 
the jinn after him. 

‘The parrot returned home and had a wonderful reunion with 
his family and friends. Time went by very quickly. As you know, a 
night can seem but a moment for two lovers, yet for someone 
with a toothache, a night can seem endless, 

As the parrot was about to leave, his family offered him a bottle 
of water of eternal life as a gift suitable for King Solomon. The 
parrot tied the bottle to his right wing and flew back. He pre 
sented the bottle to Solomon. 

‘The prophet consulted his advisors. He asked if he should 
drink the water of eternal life. All the court—humans, animal and 
jinn—said, “Yes. We want you to be our ruler forever.” Except 
the owl, who said, “Before you drink, visit a certain cave and see 
who is there.” 

Solomon wentto the cave and there he found an old man who 
was praying for death. The owl told the prophet that this man had 
tasted the water of etemal life and could not die. 

Be ready to go when your time has come. No one really wants 
to endure endless illness and disability. And there is no greater 
pain than seeing your children die and being left alone. 

As Solomon stood, not knowing what to do with the bottle, the 
angel Gabriel came and knocked it over. 


THE HOLY QUR'AN 


JHE Holy Qur'an is in Arabic, but in essence and in actuality 
written in the language of God. Only those who love 

and fear God can understand the real meaning of the Holy 
Qur'an, only those who are close to Him, who understand His 


To think that a book we can hold in our hands is the Holy 
Qur'an is to think the sun is a small round mirror. Human 
language is not sufficient to translate into human understanding 
the language of the Qur'an. We are temporary, but God is eternal, 

se Quen since fhe nets were nk ithe forests 
were pens, the heaven: earth were paper, and until the end 
of time all creation would write this book—then the ink would 
tun out, and the pens would end, there would be no more paper, 
the angels and all living creation would be exhausted—and the 
meaning of the Holy Qur'an would still not be fully explained. 

Everything is included in the Qur'an—what is before time and 
after time, the hidden and the open. Whatever exis in the 
Qur'an, However, you have to have eyes to see, ears to hear, a 
mind to understand and a heart to feel this. 

The degree yur understanding of the Qur'an equals the 
degree of your closeness to God. The great Sufi saint and philo 
sopher Ibn Arabi (May his soul be sanctified) once fell down 
from his horse. When his concerned students reached him, they 
found him sitting on the ground, motionless, lost in contempla- 
tion. Ibn Arabi looked up and told them, “I was just meditating 
‘on where in the Qur'an it was written that I would fall from my 
horse. I discovered it in the opening verse.” 
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The Holy Quran is a document. It confirms all the other 
scriptures and the Messengers who brought them. At one level it 
shows the history of humanity, the history of the believers and 
the non-believers. It shows the rewards of the believers and the 
punishments of the unbelievers. It invites us to submission and 
to love. 

The Holy Qur'an teaches us to be human beings. It teaches 
hat is lawful and what is unlawful, and what love is. Itis an 

to God. Whoever possesses this eye sees’ 

, What is evident and what is hidden. 

‘The Qur'an was revealed to the Prophet (God's Peace and 
Blessings upon him) piece by piece, over a period of twenty: 
three years, When each portion was revealed to him, the Prophet 
would lose himself. On bitter cold evenings he would perspire. 

God revealed to him that ifthis message had descended on a 
mountain, the mountain would have been flattened. But human. 
beings are stronger than mountains. His Companions witnessed 
that when a revelation of the Holy Qur'an came to the Prophet 
while he was on his camel, the camel fell on its knees with the 
weight of the message. 

‘The cleansing of the dint of the world is mentioned in the 
Quranic description of the birth of the Messenger Jesus (God's 
Peace upon him), His immaculate conception was a heavenly 
gift. The Qur'an tells us that he was the messiah and tells us of his 
raising the dead, curing leprosy and healing the blind. 

‘The Holy Qur'an isa book of lessons, a book of truth, a book of 
love, It teaches us the qualities of the prophets, It shows us that 
we are God's representatives here on earth. You cannot let it 
leave your hand, or your mind, or your heart. To read any other 
book constantly would be boring, but not this book. The more 


to re 
One of the miracles of ie omer is that a chil. of five can 


of 114 verses, 6,666 lines. No other 
scripture can be so easily learned, In every century there have 
been thousands, hundreds of thousands who have memorized 
the Holy Qur'an. 
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* Human beings are temporary, the book is eternal. It is the 
book of God. Then how could anyone memorize the Qur'an? 
How could temporary humanity even dare to read the eternal 
Quran? It is God who protects and keeps the true Qur'an —word 
by word, dot by dot. It is the human heart which memorizes it, 
but it is actually God who keeps this Divine book in human 
hearts. It is God who recites the Holy Qur'an through human 
lips. 
The Holy Qur'an is not a book written in Arabic. The whole 
universe is the Qur'an, It is from before the before, to after the 
after. It is the explanation which includes everything, 
‘The lovers of God recite the Qur'an. Those who are sincere 
and whose hands hold onto their Creator understand the mean 
ing of the Qur'an. The Quran is like a rope. One end is in the 
hand of the power of God, the other descends to this world. 
Whoever holds onto that rope is safe, and will receive the 
of the 
Read the Holy Qur'an so that you can find the cure to all your 


ibles. 
ae the passing of the Prophet, his wife Aisha (May God be 


pleased with her) was asked to describe him, She said that ifyou 
‘want to know him, just read the Qur'an, because he was the 
living Qur'an. 

‘The Prophet Muhammed said the following about the first 
revelations of the Holy Qur'an: 


After I reached the age of thirty, Iwas made to love loneliness. 
1 was made to love seclusion in the mountains of Hira, near 
Mecca. 

One day the ange! Gabriel came to me. He had the form of 
man and was extremely beautiful, Light came from him, | stood 
up and walked to him. He told me, “Read!” | replied I did not 
know how to read. He grabbed me and hugged me so hard my 
bones were crushed. Again he repeated, “Read!” Again [replied | 
did not know how to read. Once again he embraced me and 
pressed me to him. Once again he bade me, “Read!” | repeated a 


—l 
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third time, “I do not know howto read.” Again he embraced me 
and hugged me so hard my bones were crushed. 

Then the firstrevelation cametome: “Read, inthe name of 
God, Who creates. 

“Read, in the name of God, Who created humanity from a 
blood clot. 

“Read, in the name of God, Who is generous, Who taught 
humanity by the pen, Who taught humanity what they knew 
Ae ——- 
~~ Lwas shivering. I began to hurry down the mountain. Then 

there came a sound from the Heavens to my ears. “Oh 
Muhammed!” When | lifted my head and looked toward the 
heavens, the body of Gabriel had grown so large it covered the 
sky from East to West, 

Running, | returned to my home and my wife Khadijah. Twas 
still shivering, I said, “Cover me, cover me. I saw what I saw, but 
what did I see? Was it a jinn or a hallucination, or was it a 
revelation of the Truth?” 

Khadijah replied, “No hallucination would come to you. No 
jinn would come to you. You are one who is merciful to others. 
You keep your word. You wipe the tears of those who cry. You 
are the caresser of orphans. How could jinn appear to such a 
beautiful and generous man? That which you have heard and 
seen is from Heaven, from God. I have dreamed that Iwas going 
to marry a Prophet, the last Prophet, who would come after Jesus. 
Now it has come true," 

Later, | was sitting alone wrapped in a heavy robe and the 
angel came to me again. He said, “O, the one who covers 


himself! Get up and bring the fear and lo 

people, with God's eatery 
Give them the news of the justice for those who deny God. 
Remember God, invoke God, and pray to God. Order cleanli- 
ness and purity. You are pure. Teach purity, so that all humanity 
will be clean, both within and without, that all humanity will 
adorn themselves with faith. The human heart is the place of 
God," : 
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‘That was the second revelation which came to Muhammed. 

The holy book which resulted from these revelations brings 
fear tothe hearts of deniers and unbelievers. But underlying this 
is always mercy and compassion. Ifa father tells his children to 
do something or else he will punish them, would he be happy if 
he actually has to administer the punishment? And the love of 
father is limited, while God's love and mercy are infinite 

‘The fear which God inspires in the hearts of unbelievers is far 
outstripped by God's Compassion. God's Compassion far out 
weighs God's Wrath. 
Those who are sincere, faithful believers are promised great 
ire all 
n and 
= 


DREAMS 


REAMS can be very valuable on the Sufi path, because 
they often carry important messages. There are wo 
kinds of meaningful dreams. The first is the truthful 

dream which carries a literal message. ‘The second is the sym 

bolic dream, which needs to be interpreted. 

Dreams are also a means of communication between the 
Creator and humanity, This is true for every 
question of belief in dreams or not, or even bel 

Dream interpretation is an important tool in many mystical 
teaching systems. For the dervishes dreams are significant indi 
cators of their spiritual state. It is important for both the sheikh. 
and the dervish to know of changes in the dervish’s spiritual 
state, When your level changes, your duties change and your 
prayers change. 

Animals dream also. There is a Turkish proverb that the 
hungry chicken sees itself in a bin filled with com, 

In the lives and the teachings of the prophets, dreams are 
often given great importance. In fact, another way of looking at 
the revelations of the prophets is that these revelations are pure, 
or purified dreams, Do not confuse that kind of dream with the 
dreams of ordinary people, and certainly not with the hungry 
chicken dreaming of com. 

How do dream images occur when there is no eye which sees? 
‘The eyes are closed in sleep. The retina is not functioning; the 
Jens is not functioning. ‘There is no eye which sees the dream, 
and there is nothing in front of the eye which is being seen, So. 

is what in the dream? 
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What you see is really in the realm of divine knowledge. That 
which is hidden from you is known only within the realm ofthe 
divine knowledge of God. So how then are you supposed to see 
this and understand this, which is outside your scope of know! 
edge, in another realm? 


ales of divine knowledge. As things pass into existence from 
that realm, whatever is about (Goce remeeted upon a di 
‘screen, It is written on that screen. 

Atsleep, the soul comes out from the body, without losing its 
connection to the body, like the beam coming from a flashlight. 
This light extends to that divine screen and “reads” those entries 
that pertain to it. In waking up, the light of the soul comes back 
into the body, as in shutting off the flashlight. Through the 
extension of the soul, you, the dreamer, can perceive a level of 
knowledge which is not within your realm, This knowledge is 
still within the divine realm. 

Dream symbols and images are like hieroglyphies which can 
be read by those who are knowledgeable. But these symbols 
change from situation to situation, from person to person, from 
soul to soul, 

‘There are seven different souls in each person: the mineral 
soul, the vegetable soul, the animal soul, the human soul, the 
angelic soul, the secret soul, and the soul of the secret of secrets. 
‘The dream symbols are different depending on the soul they 
pertain to, the soul that perceives them, and the person who sees 
them. The sultan may dream the same images as a slave, but it 
does not mean the same thing. 

‘The various souls in the human being are not distinct from 

ch other, They are within each other and cach syaliss oward 
higher souls. Finally, all these souls are uni the human 
soul, or in one of the higher souls. 

‘The level of soul that sees dreams is very important. The 
dreams of the animal and vegetable souls fulfill desires and 
impulses. For example, if you are hungry, you will dream of 
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eating. The human soul sees symbols, A snake may represent 
possessions, or, in the case of a dervish, it may representa level 
of the lower self. 

Ifthe highest level of soul has left the body, the dream visions 
are direct. This level of soul cin go to the Throne of God, read 
the Book and see clearly what will happen. The person may see 
accurate pictures of events in the United States, or in Istanbul or 
Japan. Also, these dreams are remembered clearly afterwards. 

‘The sheikh interprets dreams through inspiration. The sheikh 
must know the station and the spiritual rank of the dreamer to 
interpret dreams correctly. Then, God sends the answer to the 
sheikh’s heart. Some sheikhs can also give a good interpretation 
toa bad dream, which will then come out well, God makes the 
interpretation become true. 

A dream should be told only to the dream interpreter. This 
secrecy is very, very important. The meaning of the dream is 
revealed to the interpreter as the dream is told, 

You should never tell your dreams to someone who is in the 
habit of speaking ill of others, Tell your dreams only to those 
ine mouths, 


din the country, far from the town in which 
his sheikh resided, had a dream, He felt it was an important 
dream, one that he should tell his sheikh rightaway. He dreamed. 
that his body swelled up, as if he were pregnant. Then a large 
snake came out from his belly and his body returned to normal 
size. 

Ashe was too busy to visit his sheikh, the dervish called in his 
most trusted servant. He told the man the dream and instructed 
him to go to town and tell the dream to the sheikh, The servant 
‘was not to tell the dream to anyone else, or even to think about 
the dream himself. The dervish knew that it was important for 
dreams to be revealed only to the dream interpreter. 

The servant immediately set out fortown. On the road he met 
an acquaintance, a well-known busybody. ‘The man asked the 
servant what he was doing and the servant replied he was 
traveling to town. “Why? What are you going to do there?” asked 
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the man. The servant replied, “I have an errand to run for my 
master.” “What is it?” “It is personal and confidential.” 

‘The man kept pressing the servant for more details until the 
servant finally told him that he was going to his master’s Sufi 
sheikh to tell him a dream the master had the night before. The 
busybody then began asking what the dream was about. The 
servant refused to tell him, but eventually the busybody wore 
down his resistance. "My master dreamed that he became all 
bloated,” began the servant. The man didn’t wait for him to 
finish, but kiughed and said, “And then he popped, just like a 
balloon pricked with a pin!” His curiosity satisfied, the busybody 
went off. 

‘The servant hurried to town and came to the house of the 
sheikh. When he was admitted into the sheikh’s presence, he 
began, "My master had a dream last night that he asked me to ask 
you to interpret, He dreamed that his body had swollen up 
At that moment the sheikh said, “Stop! The dream has already 
been interpreted. There is nothing more I can do, Return home 
and inquire after your master.” 

‘The servant returned home to find that his master had died. A 
few hours after the servant left, his body began to swell up and 
then, suddenly, he died. 

‘This story is admittedly an extreme case. It is often used to 
bring home to new dervishes the importance of bringing their 
dreams to their sheikh, Then, after the dream has been inter 
preted, it can be told to others. 


One important aspect of the question of dreams is intention, 
‘That is, what questions you put to your dreams. A form of 
meditation or contemplation is necessary in order to “incubate” 
or to ask for a dream. 

Itis reported by the Companions of the Prophet (God's Peace 
and Blessings upon him) that he instructed them to remember 
their dreams and to bring their dreams to him and have him 
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interpret them. In addition, he taught them how to incubate 
dreams in order to obtain teachings through them. 

Attue incident from Ottoman history relates to the subject of 
dream interpretation. In fact it also relates to our particular Sufi 
order, the Halveti Order. At that time, the Sheikh of Islam was 
more or less equivalent to the Pope. The Sultan was the absolute 
secular ruler; however, his powers were limited by Islamic Law, 
which covered all areas of life. One of the major jobs of the 
Sheikh of Islam was to interpret the religious law. His religious. 
edicts had all the force of law. 

The Sheikh of Islam lost the key to his safe, where he kept his 
most important documents and his most valuable treasures. He 
tried everything he could think of to find the key. Finally, he 
asked for a dream to tell him where the key was, Itworked. He 
dreamed that he went into an orange orchard, picked an oringe 
from atree, cut it open and found the key there. But how did that 
help him find the key? How to interpret the dream? 

‘The Sheikh of Islam inquired throughout Istanbul, which was 
then the capital of the Otoman Empire, to find the finest inter 
preter of dreams, He sought help just as the Pharaoh sought out 
Joseph (God's Peace upon him) as a dream interpreter. 

His advisors recommended a Halveti sheikh, Abdul-Rahman 
Efendi. He was invited to visit the Sheikh of Islam, who told him 
the dream. The Sheikh of Islam said, “I asked for a dream that 
would reveal the location of my lost key. This dream was given to 
me, but what does it mean?” 

Abdul-Rahman smiled and told the Sheikh of Islam to send his 
butlerto the library of his palace, and to bring them the thickest, 
biggest book in the library. The butler went to the library and 
brought back a huge volume, a concordance to the Holy Qur'an 
Abdul-Rahman said, “In the name of God, the Merciful, the 
Compassionate.” Then he picked up a letter opener and stuck it 
in between the pages of the book. He opened the book and 
there was the key! 

‘The Sheikh of Islam told Abdul-Rahman that he had studied 
the interpretation of dreams and had read many books on the 
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subject, but he couldn't figure out this kind of dream. Abdul 

Rahman answered that “God gave the gift of dream interpreta 

tion to Jacob and to his son Joseph. Toa much lesser degree, my 
interpretation of your dream is a kind of minor revelation, or 
minor miracle.” 

I firmly believe that. I have read many books on the interpreta 
tion of dreams—and there are many available, These books 
claim thata horse means that, and an apple means this, anda fish 
means that. These are not real interpretations. This approach 
does not work. It is hit and miss. But it is possible to interpret 
dreams correctly, True interpretation is almost inherited, a gift of 
God, as was given to Jacob and to Joseph, and also to our 
Halveti-Jerrahi Order, 

An example of interpreting symbols according to the situation 
ofthe dreamer also involves Sheikh Abdul: Rahman. Two people 
came to him one day. The first man said that he dreamed that he 
climbed up a minaret and chanted the call to prayer. The sheikh 
immediately told him, “You had better start making preparations 
for travel to Mecca. This year you are going to make the pilgrim: 
age.” As soon as he left, the second man came and reported the 
exact same dream, that he dreamed that he climbed up a minaret 
and chanted the call to prayer. The sheikh said, "You had better 
return what you have stolen, because otherwise you are going to 
be caught and it will be very bad for you!” Open-mouthed, the 
man admitted that the interpretation was correct, and promised 
never to steal again. 

New dervishes may dream strange or even nightmarish 
dreams. They dream of snakes and scorpions and similar things. 

‘These dreams are not really interpreted, All the sheikh does is 
give the novices medicine, so to speak, for their condition 
Certain duties are assigned, such as repetition of certain names 
of God or certain prayers. Strange dreams simply show how the 


; right and left, doing whatever it can to 
avoi path. The novices have to be 
given h , led to the right inner path, and sothey 


are given various spiritual tasks and duties. 
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When a new dervish dreams about a snake, it is likely to be a 
sign of the lowest self, desires and egotistical impulses which 
dominate his whole being. In other cases, the snake might 
represent tyranny, or something else entirely. 

For example, some years.ago, aman I had never met came up 
to me, frightened and trembling. (1 used to be the preacher in 
the great Suleiman Mosque in Istanbul. This man had heard me 
preach and recognized me. ) First, | ordered coffee and tea for us. 
IT knew he was going to ask me something important, 

‘The man said that he dreamed a terrible dream, in which abig 
hole appeared in his belly and a huge snake came out. | smiled 
and said, “You have an important business matter with the 
government. You have hopes of inheriting something and you 
have made application tothe government to obtain your inherit 
ance. It will come out well for you. In fact, you will be so 
successful that all your friends will envy you.” 

The man was in shock. He put his hand in his briefcase and 
pulled out a sheaf of papers. He said that he had inherited large 
land holdings in a distant city and there was some opposition to 
his ownership. He had applied to the government and was not 
sure how it was going to turn out. 

Dream interpretation is a direct message which one receives 
as the dream is told. 

Tam not trying to make you think that I perform miracles. I just 
mentioned this story as an example of what I have been telling 
you. 


It is quite difficult to think in the symbolic terms we find in 
dreams and revelations. For instance, why did the staff of Moses 
(God's Peace upon him) turn intoa snake? Why didn't it become 
some other kind of animal —a dog, a wolf, ora lion or tiger? Why 
did the staff turn into a snake when Moses threw it on the 
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staff, he sawa symbol of his own lower self, his inflated, horrible 
ego. 

Did the staff really become a snake? Yes, it did. But then, what 
is reality? Your experience of reality depends on your inner state. 

In the Hereafter it is the same. There is really no fire in hell, 
nor are there treasures in heaven. Everything is brought from 
here. What you do in this world goes with you. Your deeds will 
become either the bricks of your pakice in heaven or your 
firewood in hell, Don’t think that everything is finished when 
you die 

Youare really asleep here. What you see here isa dream. Itisat 
death that you will wake up and see reality, 


see 


Let me tell you a story which pertains to this question of 
dreams and reality. This story is about Said Pasha, who was the 
prime minister of the Ottor Empire about ninety years ago, 
When Said Pasha wasa child, his father, following an old custom, 
had him visit regularly a wise old man. In those days, this was an 
important part of a child's education. 

In order to ensure that his son would visit the old man 
regularly, the father of Said Pasha would give his son’s weekly 
allowance to the old man. Every week, the father would say to 
Said, "Well, it’stime to get yourallowance now. Goand visit your 
teacher.” 

‘This practice is like studying history. The older man does not 
even have to be a wise man, because he is an accumulation of 
mistakes as well as good deeds. Fora child to learn of mistakes is 
in itself a great lesson, This traditional educational apprentice: 
ship was designed to learn about life, not to learn a profession. 
Those who fail to take lessons from history or from the lives of 
others become an example themselves in the mistakes they 
make, 

‘The old man Said visited was Sufi sheikh, not justan ordinary 
old man. Said received his allowance as usual, and while he was 
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there, a young gypsy came to the door. This gypsy cime to the 
sheikh every few days. He usually talked about his life and would 
then “sell” some odds and ends to the generous old sheikh, who 
would always pay him some money instead of giving him 


This time the sheikh told the gypsy, “Enough! My house is 

filled with things you have brought to me. I don’t want anything, 

today.” The gypsy said, “O sheikh, I'm not going to sell you 

anything today. | just want to tell you a dream which | have 
= 


“In that case, please come in.” 

After hearing the dream, the sheikh said, “It is a fantastic 
dream. Although I am not going to buy any pencils or chewing 
gum or trinkets from you today, would you be willing to sell your 
dream? Would you sell your dream to the young man here for his 
entire week's allowance?” (The young man received a silver 
dollara week from the sheikh, a lot of money in those days.) The 
young gypsy said, “Of course.” He usually received a few cents 
each for the things he sold the sheikh. 

The sheikh told Said to buy the dream, and Said reluctantly 
obeyed. Years later he admitted that he was really furious with 
the sheikh fortakingall his allowance money and giving ittothe 


+ When the sheikh took the silver dollar and handed it to the 
young gypsy, he said, “Now, have you sold your dream?" 
"Yes" 

“Lam a witness to this, as are the other people here. We have 
all witnessed that you have sold the dream to little Said here.” 
‘Then the young gypsy left 

‘Said was almost in tears because he lost his weekly allowance. 
The sheikh said, “Child, don’t cry. You don't know what we 


Said replied, “Oh? What did we buy? Nothing!” 

“O child, that gypsy beggar’s dream would have made him 
prime minister, but I got it for you because you have a good 
character and you will make a better governor. You are going to 
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be the future prime minister. | congratulate you.” 

Said Pasha did become the Prime Minister, or Grand Vizier, of 
the Ottoman Empire, and a very great one too. He often told his 
friends and acquaintances that he had purchased his position for 
a silver dollar! 

However, by a strange coincidence, the next prime minister 
after him was of gypsy origins. So, perhaps these things cannot 
be completely bought and sold. Even though the young gypsy 
sold his dream and missed becoming prime minister, somehow 
the post came to the gypsy people afterwards. 

Thope that I have given you some sense of dreamsand dream 
interpretation. Dreams are essentially information which comes 
from the divine knowledge contained in the mother of books, 
reflected on the screen which the soul reads at sleep. Dream 
interpretation is possible for those with wisdom and intuition, 
and for those who receive as a gift the ability to understand 
dreams, 


SUBMISSION 


FTER God saved the prophet Abraham (God's Peace upon 

him) from the furnace of Nimrod, in gratitude he sacri 

ficed one thousand rams, three hundred oxen and one 
hundred camels. No one had ever heard of such a generous 
sacrifice before. 

When asked why he sacrificed such great wealth, Abraham 
feplied, “I was ready to sacrifice my very life for God. Why should 
Inot sacrifice my goods? Besides, whose goods are they, re 
‘The owner of my life and all that | possess is God. What I have 
given up is nothing. I would sacrifice my most valuable posses 
ake. If | had a son, | would even sacrifice him if 


How about us? Could any of us say the same? And even if you 
are notatthe level of the prophet Abraham, how willing a 
tosacrifice even some of the goods God has bestowed on you, to 
give of your goods in charity and in service to others? In fact, 
anyone who refuses to help others or who belittles the charity of 
others is not even a human being, much less a friend of God. 

Some years later, God granted Abraham a son, Ishmail (God's 
Peace upon him). Ishmail showed the signs of prophethood at 
an early age. He traveled everywhere with his fatherand, even as 
a child, took part in the most complex religious debates 

Then God came to Abraham in a dream and said, “Fulfill your 
promise! You said that if you had a son, you would sacrifice him 
for my sake. Now you must fulfill your promise.” (In the 
Quranic version of this Biblical story Abraham istold to sacrifice 
his first-born son, Ishmail, rather than Isaac.) 
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‘The next day, Abraham reflected on his dream. Although God 
had appeared to him in dreams before, he knew that God was 
opposed to human sacrifice, that no prophet had ever been 
asked to sacrifice another person. Instead, he sacrificed one 
hundred camel 

‘That night, to Abraham in his dreams and told 
him once more to fulfill his promise. Again, the next Abra 
ham reflected that God never wanted human sacrifice. Once 
again Abraham sacrificed one hundred camels. 

‘The third night God came to Abraham once more and told 
him to sacrifice his only son. The following morning Abraham 
decided that he had to carry out God's wishes. 

Abraham told Ishmail to accompany him to the place of 
sacrifice, On the way, Satan appeared to Abraham and questi 
oned God's command. “Are you really going to cut the throat of 
your only son? Not even an animal could do a thing like that.” 
Abraham replied, “Although what you say might seem reasona 
ble and logical, | have received my commands from God and | 
am going to carry out His will!” 

Satan fled from Abraham, but he did not give up. He went to 
Hagar, Ishmail’s mother, Satan told Hagar that Abraham was 
about to sacrifice herson. ar replied that Abraham wasa true 
prophet who knew God's will and carried out God's command 
ments, She said that she too was willing to sacrifice her own life, 
ifGod so commanded. Then she told the Devil to goand to leave 
her alone, 

Finally, Satan tried to influence Ishmail. He appeared to the 
and told him his father was going to tie him tothe altarand 
is throat, 
an said that Abraham had imagined that God commanded 
him to do so. The boy replied that his father was a true prophet, 
who knew God's commands, who did not “imagine” such 
things. Ishmail said he was fully prepared to offer his own life if 
God so commanded. 

Satan asked Ishmail once again if he was willing to let his 
father cut his throat. Furious, Ishmail cried, “If God has truly 
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ordered my father to do this, I'm sure he has the strength to carry 
out God's command. And I shall, as well!” Then he picked up a 
stone and threw it at Satan, blinding him in one eye 

‘The Devil tries to tempt us in exactly the same ways. He tries to 

to our reason, arguing that God does not really want us to, 
carry out difficult or onerous duties, He tries to appeal to our 
compassion, our softer side, arguing that certain duties are too 
painful or place too great a hardship on ourselves or others. He 
tries to confuse us, to breed doubt, to make us afraid to follow 
God's will. 

During the Haj, the Pilgrimage to Mecca, all pilgrims go to 
Mina and throw stones at three pillars there, It was in Mina that 
Abraham went to sacrifice Ishmail. The three pillars represent 
the three rejections of Satan, by Abraham, Hagar and Ishmail, At 
each pillar seven stones are thrown, representing the pilgrim’s 
rejection of seven negative qualities. These are: self 
righteousness, arrogance, hypocrisy, envy, anger, love of status, 
and greed. 

When they arrived at the place of sacrifice, Abraham told 
Ishmail of his dreams. Rather than lead his son to the altar in 
ignorance, Abraham asked Ishmail if he was willing to fulfill 
God's wishes and offer himself as a sacrifice. In submitting to his 
father, Ishmail teaches all of us the ideal of being willing to 
sacrifice even our own lives forthe love of God and in obedience 
to our parents. 

Although we should be willing to do anything in obedience to 
‘our parents for the sake of God, if parents order us to do 
something displeasing to God we should not obey, While 
remaining polite and respectful, we should refuse to obey 
anyone if they ask us to disobey God's wishes. 

Ishmail agreed to the sacrifice, He told Abraham to bind him 
tightly with a rope, so that in his death throes he would not injure 
his father. He also asked his father to lay him face down on the 
altar so Abraham would not haye to see his son's face, which 
might cause his hand to tremble and be unable to cut. Ishmail 
also asked Abraham to tuck up his robe so that he wouldn't come 
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home with his son's blood on his robe, causing more grief to his 
wife, 

Abraham agreed, deeply touched by his son's faith and com- 
passion. He laid Ishmail on the altar and then prayed to God to 
have mercy on him and his son. As he raised the sacrificial knife 
God said to the angels, “Look at the faith and love of my friend, 
Abraham. He is even willing to sacrifice his only son in obe- 
dience to my commands.” 

Then Abraham attempted to cut his son's throat with the 
arp sacrificial knife. Nothing happened. There was not 
scratch on Ishmail. Abraham tried again with the same 
result, He tried a third time but still the knife would not cut 
Then, Abraham struck a nearby rock with the knife, The blade 
split the rock in two. 

God gave speech to the knife blade. “You see, Abraham, only 
God's Will enables knives to cut, fire to burn and water to drown, 
Unless God permits, | can cut nothing. And if God wills, I can 
even split stone.” 

‘Then the angel Gabriel appeared before Abraham and 
revealed that God wished Abraham to sacrifice a ram instead of 
Ishmail, and that God was pleased with them both, 

God demands sacrifices of all those who would know their 
Lord, We are asked to sacrifice for God's sake what we often love 
best—our attachments to the world, our bad habits, our arro- 
gance. The great lovers of God have often found that once they 
have been willing to give up anything other than God, they 
received everything—material as well as spiritual abundance. 


PATIENCE 


Na small Turkish village, a man named Hussain married his 

neighbor's daughter. At the wedding reception, Hussain was 

fascinated by the conversation of the wo religious scholars 
who had been invited to come and perform the wedding, The 
men quoted from memory long passages from the Qur'an; they 
traded complex interpretations of religious Jaw and discussed 
the various meanings of Arabic phrases. Hussain asked the men 
how they developed such knowledge and sophistication. They 
told him that they had spent many years studying at the great 
religious academies in Istanbul. 

The next morning, after his wedding night, Hussain said to his 
new bride, “I am twenty years old and I honestly feel 1 know 
nothing of real importance. | wish to goto Istanbul and become 
ascholar. Please take care of our farm and of my parents while | 
am gone. | will return as soon as | become a scholar.” 

Hussain went to Istanbul, which was many weeks’ journey 
away. He spent the next thirty years studying, going from one 
teacher to another seeking knowledge. At fifty. Hussain finally 
left for his home town, dressed in the robes of a scholar of the 
highest rank. 

‘On the way home he stopped at a small village approximately 
aday’s journey from his home. Itwas evening, and he went tothe 
local mosque to pray. The villagers were thrilled to find a reli 
gious scholar in their midst, and they asked him to give a short 
sermon after the prayers. Everyone was delighted to hear his 
wise words, even if they did not understand most of his erudite 
comments. Afterwards, several of the villagers came up and 
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invited Hussain to stay with them that evening. The first man 
who offered insisted that it was his right and Hussain agreed to 
stay with him 

After dinner, the villager asked Hussain how he came to be a 
scholar. Hussain recounted the story of his life, how he left his 
home the day after his wedding in order to go to Istanbul to 
become a scholar, He recalled that he left at pwenty and now was 
returning at the age of fifty, Tears came to his eyes as he thought 
about the family and friends he had left for so long. 

‘The villager asked, “May I ask you a question?” Hussain said, 
“Of course, ask whatever you wish.” Then the villager asked, 
“What is the beginning of wisdom?" Hussain replied, “The 
beginning of wisdom is to ask for God's help in all things.” 

No, that is not the beginning of wisdom,” said the villager. 

Hussain said, “Then, to say ‘In the name of God, the Merciful 
and Compassionate’ before each activity is the beginning of 
wisdom,” 

“No, that is not it either,” replied the villager, 

Hussain went through all the scholarly answers he had 
learned over the last thirty years, but the villager refused to 
'y of them as an adequate answer. Finally, Hussain gave 
up and asked the villager if be knew. The man admitted that he 
did. Hussain asked his host to teach him the beginning of 
wisdom. 

‘The villager said, “I cannot teach you in one evening what you 
have not been able to learn in all your thirty years of study. You 
are a sincere and intelligent man. I'm sure I can teach you the 
beginning of wisdom in one year. There are those who can never 
learn this, no matter how long they try.” Hussain agreed to stay 
with the man for one year in order to learn the beginning of 
wisdom. 

‘The next day, the villager took Hussain with him to the fields. 
‘They worked so hard that Hussain returned to his home that 
evening exhausted. This continued for an entire year. Hussain 
had never worked so hard in his life. He did itall with the goal of 
learning the beginning of wisdom, but whenever he asked his 
host, the villager always told him to wait. 
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Finally, the year was up. When they retumed home, Hussain 
asked the villager finally to teach him the beginning of wisdom 
‘The villager replied that he would teach it to Hussain the next 
moming. Hussain burst out, “Is it that short?” The villager re 
plied, “It is short in the telling, but not in the understanding,” 

The next moming, after breakfast, the villager asked his wile to 
prepare a sack of food for their honored guest, including some 
fresh bread for his journey, some fruit and meat. "Forget the 
food,” cried Hussain. “Tell me what is the beginning of 
wisdom,” 


id the villager, who continued to make 
departure, 

“Don'ttry to cheat me,” cried Hussain. “I spent year working 
like a donkey just to learn the beginning of wisdom, What is it?” 
“Patience,” said the villager 

‘No, don't put me offagain,” cried Hussain. "You must tell me 
now!” 

‘The villager turned to Hussain and said, with the utmost 
seriousness, “The beginning of wisdom is patience.” 

Hussain became furious. “You have made a fool of me and 
taken advantage of me. | can quote volumes on the subject of 
patience! 1 know every verse in the Quran that mentions 
patience!” 

The villager answered him, "When | asked you what was the 
beginning of wisdom a year ago, you were not able to answer, 
And when I asked you if you were willing to spend a year with 
me to learn the answer, you agreed. You were not able to 
understand the answer a year ago. A whole year | have been 
teaching you about patience and how you must be patient to 
learn anything of importance. You have experienced patience, 
and that is the real learning. 

“A scholar full of undigested wisdom, who has not learned to 
apply what he knows in his own life is just like a donkey carrying 
a load of great books. The books have done nothing for the 
donkey, and by your outburst, it appears that all your learning 
has done nothing for you. 

“Ttdoes a terrible disservice to others to learn a great deal and 
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then to teach others if you haven't put your learning into prac. 
tice, If people hear you quoting the words of the great prophets 
and 


{nts on faith and charity, and then observe that you your: 
lack these qualities, they will see that you are a liar. Even 
worse, they may come to disbelieve those divine truths you talk 
about. What do you think would be your reward if those you 
were attempting to teach actually lost their faith because your 
ons did not match your words? 

That is why your study of patience is so important. A real 
scholar is one who applies what he knows to himself. Without 
that, there is only falsehood, So, retum home and share your 
knowledge with your neighbors, but you must never forget to 
apply in your own life what you have learned in your studies,” 

‘This was not your ordinary villager. He was a true teacher, a 
saint who taught the deepest truths to those who were able to 
learn from him. Through him, Hussain was able to begin to 
assimilate his thirty years of study. 

Hussain walked slowly back to his home town, thinking about 
what he had heard that morning, It was dark by the time he 
arrived at his old home. As he looked into the window of his 
home, he saw his wife sitting with her arm around a young man, 
caressing his hair, He was shocked, then infuriated that his wife 
had taken up with someone else while he was away. Hussain 
drew out the pistol he had bought in Istanbul to protect himself 
from robbers on the long journey home. As he was just about to 
shoot the pair, he remembered his year-long lesson in patience. 
‘To take human life was not a small thing, 

Hussain resolved to find out all the facts before acting. He 
went to the village mosque where people were beginning to 
gather before evening prayer. The villagers were all impressed 
by Hussain's scholar’s robes and treated him with great respect. 
No one recognized him and Hussain beg:in to ask questions 
about his old friends and neighbors. Many of those older than he 
had died. His friends were virtually all grandparents. 

‘Then he asked, “What about that man named Hussain who left 
here to goto Istanbul years ago?” One of the men answered, “We 
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have heard nothing about him for over thirty years. His wife hada 
very hard time after he left, the day after he married her. She had 
become pregnant that night and worked hard all these years 
raising their son all by herself, Not knowing what had happened 
toher husband, whether he would retum or not, she brought up 
herson to be a scholar just as her husband had wanted to be. He 
isnow ourteacherand our imam. He should be along shortly to 
ead the night prayers.” 

Hussain was deeply moved by this recital. He began weeping 
as he thought of the struggles of his wife and of the son he had 
never even known of until that moment, Just then a handsome, 
radiant young man dressed in an imam’s robes entered. It was 
the same man Hussain had seen in his home. 

After the prayers were over, Hussain turned toward the village 
ofhisteacher and bowed deeply, crying out, “A thousand thanks. 
and a thousand blessings on you, my peerless teacher.” When 
the villagers asked him the meaning of his strange actions, he 
told them the whole story, that he was that Hussain who had left 
the village thiny-one years ago seeking knowledge, and how he 
had spent a year learning patience, which had prevented a 
terrible tragedy. He embraced his son and the two of them 
returned home together. 


TEMPTATION 


URING Ramadan, the month of fasting from dawn to 
Ds each day, the great sheikh Abdul-Qadiri Gaylani 

(May his soul be sanctified) was crossing the desert with 
his dervishes. They were exhausted from the heat and from 
hunger and thirst. The sheikh rested by the road as his dervishes 
pressed on. Suddenly a great light appeared before the 
vishes, and words came from the light. “Lam the Lord your 
You are all favored, faithful followers of My beloved sheikh. 
Today I have made food and drink lawful for you. Now you may 
eat and drink.” 

The dervishes began reaching for their food and water when 
Abdul-Qadiri Gaylani came up. He cried, “Stop! Do not break 
your fast.” Then the saint said to the light, “I take refuge in God 
from the accursed Devil.” The light immediately turned pitch 
black. 

Once he was found out, Satan appeared. He said to the sheikh, 
“You know, I have been trying this trick for thousands of years 
and you are the first one who has seen through me. How did you 
do it?” 

The sheikh replied, “1 knew who you were from three kinds of 
knowledge. Those who have this knowledge and who practice it 
can always recognize Satan, They can distinguish lawful from 
unlawful, true from false. 

“The first kind of knowledge is the science of jurisprudence. 
the laws given to us by God through the prophets. According to 
Islamic law we cannot break our Ramadan fast unless it is a 
question of life and death. No one here was actually dying of 
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thirst. So your order violated the law. Only the Devil would do 
that, God does not give us laws and then change them. 

“The second is the science of theology. We know that God has 
no fixed location. God is the place of all places. The prophets 
have all said that when God speaks, the Divine voice comes from 
everywhere, from every direction. That voice came to us froma 
single direction, from the light. I knew it must be the Devil, not 
God, 

“The third is the science of Sufism. All the great Sufi guides 
have taught that if God were to manifest to us, our inner state 
would change radically, our lower nature would be obliterated. 
But no one experienced any change of inner state, Had God truly 
spoken to us, our strength, even our consciousness would have 
vanished 

The Devil exclaimed, “Oh, you are truly the teacher of the age. 
Let me bow before you, a great saint of such wisdom and 
holiness. You really should have many more dervishes. You 
must be very pleased with yourself for having outwitted me so 
completely.’ 

At this, the sheikh drew himself up and cried once more, “I 
take refuge in God from the accursed Devil!” The Devil disap: 
peared, having failed to play on the sheikh’s pride. 

You see how the Devil never stops trying, He can often catch 
us through our pride when every other trick has failed. The Devil 
is the implacable foe of humanity, and will go to incredible 
lengths to lead us astray. He sometimes misleads people by 
pretending to be a spiritual guide, or even to be God Most High. 
Safety lies in study and practice of religious law and spiritual 
teachings, 

For someone who only knows the religious law, that knowl- 
edge is like a garden fence. The garden may not only contain 
flowersand fruit trees. There may also be weeds and thorns. The 
fence will keep out harmful beasts; however, ifsome animals do. 
get in, the same fence may keep them there, 

Spiritual knowledge can serve as a barrier against evil, but it 
will not completely protect your heart from greed, anger, and 
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misconduct. Bad influences cannot easily penetrate, but they 
may remain once inside. 

Spiritual practice without knowledge is like a wide open 
garden. It may yield fruit and flowers, but nothing will stop the 
animals from devouring the fruit and trampling the flowers. 
Unless they are surrounded by a wall of knowledge, devotion 
and inspiration are easily lost, or can even turn into hypocrisy, 
spiritual pride or arrogance. 

Ina sense the religious lawand the mystical Sufi path are likea 
pair of wings. One alone can accomplish nothing. You need 
both, You must cleanse yourself of outward material impurities 
and also purify your inner being of impurities like pride, hypoc 
risy, dishonesty, anger, greed and love of fame and status. 

Sufism without Islam is like a candle burning in the open 
without a lantern. There are winds which may blow that candle 
out, But ifyou have a lantern with glass protecting the flame, the 
candle will continue to bum safely. 

Itis very imponant to remember that the religious law and the 
Sufi path are both good. Just because you cannot do both, itis not 
wise to abandon the one which you are doing, And if God wills, 
for those who want to cleanse the inside of the house, the 
outside walls one day will be built as well. 

God Most High does not look at His creatures outside, attheir 
external beauty. God looks into their hearts, into the cleanliness 
and beauty inside their hearts. 

On a higher level, you must understand that cleansing the 
outside is much easier than cleansing the interior. Do not fool 
yourself by thinking of cleansing your heart without cleansing 
your outside. For example, if you think of money—a symbol of 
this world—as dirty, you can always wash your hands after 
handling it. But if your heart is captured by desire for money, itis 
very hard to cleanse that. 

On that level, trying to cleanse your inner nature first is much, 
much harder than starting from the other side. But if you are able 
todoit, the exterior will shine like crystal. Ifyou are able to do it. 

You can spend a couple of dollars and go to a barber, take a 
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shower, and go to a shop and buy yourself beautiful clothes. 
Externally you can easily make yourselfattractive. But what effort 
and what wealth it takes to cleanse yourself within! 

The ideal is to have your exterior and interior in harmony, 
Your outside should be like your inside. What is extremely 
important is completion and unity. 

This example is a litde vulgar, but someone who is clean 
outside but dirty inside is like a toilet. We keep the outside clean 
but the inside is obviously dirty. And in the old days in Turkey, 
before there was running water, they kept a pitcher in the 
bathroom filled with clean water to wash yourself after using the 
toilet. The inside was clean, but the outside of the pitcher sitting 
in the bathroom was dirty. Neither one is good—clean inside but 
dirty outside, or clean outside but dirty inside. We mustbecome 
like a crystal bottle, clean and transparent both insi 

Asaint of our order exemplified this, Niazi (May his soul 
be sanctified) is a y important saint because many secrets, 
impossible for ordinary people to understand, became compre 
hensible through his poetry, by the grace of God. But every saint 
on this path will have to walk on thorns, Niazi was exiled to the 
Greek iskind of Lemnos. ‘The Sultan wrote him very politely, 
“God and you know why I have to go through this and exile 
you." It was a very courteous thom. 

Niazi was sent to Lemnos with shackles on his arms and legs. 
He could not keep his body and his clothes clean while shackled 
in the dungeon, Eventually he died. Actually he did not die, he 
“became.” Only animals die; real human beings become. 

According to Islamic law, the body is washed before burial. An 
orthodox Islamic washer of the dead was washing the body, and 
said, “Eh, look at you. They call youa saint but how could you be 
so dirty at your death!” And the dead saint sat up and said, "We 
haven't found the time to cleanse our outside while we were 
cleansing our inside,” The washer passed out. 

You see, saints don't die. They become. 

~—_— 
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Itis very important to understand that the outer religious law 
makes your coarse being, your exterior, high in the eyes of God 
and humanity. But God also ees your inside; even if your 

is is inside. On the other hand, 

anks to your exterior 
good company. However, if 
ed eventually, and you will 
npany. A clean exterior provides 
ou to enter into the society of 


that 
an entrance. It is a 
good people. 

There are different levels of people, as you well know. Each 
level has a color, except for the highest level which is trans 
parent. This is the level of the friends, the lovers of God. At this 
level your exterior is irrelevant because, having become trans 
parent, everyone can see who and what you are. Your inside and 
outside have become unified, precisely like a fine crystal bottle 
filled with pure spring water 

On the other hand, the: some Sufis who deliberately 
make their exteriors ugly. This is not really by choice, however, 
but by God's will. It is given to such people by God to attract the 
angerand scom of others. This requires great inner strength, and 
also the help and protection of God. A real saint can afford to 
appear as a Godless drunkard. 

All these things need to be considered in answering this 
question of balancing inner and outer growth. There is no 


straightforward yes or no answer! 


see 


The disciples of Abu al-Bistami once complained to him about 
the Devil. They said, “The Devil takes away our faith.” The sheikh 
then summoned the Devil and questioned him. The Devil said, 
“I cannot force anyone to do anything. | fear God too much to 
dare to try that. Actually, most people throw their faith away for 
me Sorts of trivial reasons. I simply pick up the faith they throw 


| The Devil has every human quality, except for one thing, The 
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Devil does not know love. Love was not given to the Devil. Love 
is the legacy of Adam. 


A pious woodcutter once lived in the woods with his family. 
Nearby lived a tribe of pagans who worshiped a pine tree. The 
pine tree was their idol; they prayed to it 

One day the woodcutter said, “Tam going to go cut down that 
pine tree. 1am sure that God will reward me for that deed, which 
will prevent them from being pagans and praying to an idol. At 
the same time, | will get a nice pine tree to sell in the market 
place, That will kill two birds with one stone.” 

As he was walking, axe in hand, toward the tribe, a man came 
up to him and asked, “Where are you going?” The woodcutter 
said, “1 am going to the tribe that worships a pine tree and cut 
down that tree.” The man said, “No, no. Don’t do that.” 

“Who are you to tell me not to do that? Lam going to do it for 
God's sake. | am going to chop that pine tree down.” 

‘The man said, “Well, 1 told you not to do that.” 

“Who is going to prevent me?" 

“Lam.” 

“Who are you to prevent me from cutting that pine tree 
down?" 

The man replied, “Iam Satan. 1am the Devil. You can’t cut the 
tree down, | am going to stop you.” 

The woodcutter cried, “You! You cannot stop me.” And he 
grabbed the Devil and threw him down on the ground. He sat on 
the Devil's chest and put his axe to the Devil's throat, ready to kill 
Satan 

The Devil said, “You cannot kill me. God Most High has given 
me life until the Day of Last Judgment. And my duties until that 
day are to lead everybody astray.” The Devil went on, “Look, how 
much money do you make? I know that you are a devout man 
and you have a big family, and also that you like to help people.” 

“T make two copper pieces a day.” 

“You are very unreasonable, You are going to try and chop 
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down that pine tee but the tribe will not let you cut down their 
god. They may kill you and then your family will be left desti 

tute. Be reasonable. Leave that project. And I'll bargain with you. 

You say you make two coppers. Every morning, | will put under 
your bed two fresh gold coins. Is that a deal? You are a devout 
man. Instead of going and getting yourself killed, which you may 
easily do, you will get two gold coins, and spend it on your 
family’s needs. And what is left you can spend on the poor.” 

The man replied, “! don't believe you. You are going to cheat 
me. Everybody knows the Devil is a cheat and a liar. You just 
want to save yourself.” 

The Devil ‘No, no. I'm not going to cheat you. Besides, 
tryme. Go home and don't do anything. [fyou don't find the wo 
gold coins you can always take your axe and chop the tree ifyou 
want to.” 

“That sounds reasonable.” The man went home. The next 
morning the man looked under his mattress and found wo 
brand new gold coins. He went to his wife and said, "Wife, we 
have thingsall fixed up for the rest of our lives. I made a contract 
with the Devil. don’t even have towork. Every morning we will 
get two gold coins that we can spend as we wish,” The woman 
‘was not so sure, She said, “Don't you know the Devil is a liar?" 

“But here are the two gold coins!" 

‘They ate well. There was a little bit left, which they distributed 
tothe neighbors on the right and on the left. The next morning, 
bright and early he got up and put his hand under the mattress, 
Nothing. He lifted the mattress, Nothing. Pillows, carpets, he 
even lifted the floor up, but found nothing, “Ah, he cheated me.” 
Angrily, the woodcutter took his axe and set off to chop down the 
pine tree, the idol. On the road he found the Devil again, this 
time smiling. The Devil said, “Where do you think you are 

~ 

“You cheat, you liar! I'm going to go and chop that pine 
ee!” 


The Devil tapped the woodcutter on the chest with his finger 
and the man was knocked over. Satan said, “Look, do you want 
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me to kill you now? Yesterday you wanted to kill me.” 

“Oh, no, no, don't kill me, and I don't want any money from 
you either, I just want to ask one thing. Just two days ago, when 
you wanted to stop me from cutting down this idol, I defeated 
you very easily. Ijust grabbed you and threw you down, and I was 
just about to kill you. Where did you get this force today?” 


sake, Today, you were fighting me for the sake of 
tee 


A merciless bandit once had killed ninety-nine victims. He 
wenttoan othe adox religious teacher and: said that he wanted to 
change his life, to repent for his misdeeds. The teacher told the 
bandit that he could never be pardoned for all the murders he 
had committed, Enraged, the bandit said that as long as he was 
not going to be pardoned, he would take the teacher's life as 
well. And so he cut off the man’s head. 

Soon after, the bandit came upon a wise man, a scholar who 
truly digested and practiced what he taught. He asked the wise 
man if he could ever be pardoned for killing one hundred 
innocents. The scholar replied that God does pardon sincere 
repentance. He added that the bandit should leave his home 
town, which was filled with robbers and other wicked people. 
He should move to the nearest town, which was the home of 
many honest and righteous people, Good company leads us to 
good behavior and bad company leads us to sin. 

The bandit returned home, packed his things and set out for 
the city of the righteous. A few steps from his home town, the 
bandit’s hour of death arrived. As his body fell to the ground, the 
guardian angels came from Hell to take his soul. At the same 
time, angels from Heaven arrived and claimed him. The first 
group of angels argued that the bandit had murdered one 
hundred people and his soul had to go to Hell. The heavenly 
angels countered that the man had sincerely repented and that 
he had also put his repentance into action by leaving his home 


“Ah, the day before, you were going to cut that tree for God's j 
} 


nen 
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for the town of the righteous. 
Finally, the archangel Gabriel was sent to judge the matter. 
Gabriel asked God how to proceed, as there were strong argu 


ments on both sides. God gave Gabriel a divine measuring rod 
and told him to decide by measuring the distance from the 
bandit’s body to the two towns. If he died closer to the good 
people, his soul would goto Heaven; if he was closertothe bad 
people, his soul would go to Hell. 

The angels all agreed to abide by God's procedures, although 
the Heavenly angels were sorry to lose his soul, as he had died a 
few paces from the city of evildoers. Gabriel then laid down the 
divine measuring rod and measured two feet from the bandit's 
body to the gates of his home town, As he turned the rod to 
measure the distance to the town of the righteous, instantly, by 

ba those distant walls came right up to the body, less. 
away. The repentant sinner's soul was given into the 
care of the angels of Heaven. 

It is the same with us. If you truly wish to change your bad 
habits, change the company you keep. Most important, pray to 
God to have you stop. Don’t take credit for improving, Your 
repentance is a blessing from God. So is your ability to act on 
your feelings of repentance. And, if you want to be a good 
person, seek out good people. If you want to love God, stay with 
those who love God. 


One of the greatest sources of evil in the world is gossip and 
slander. But, you see, the Devil can be a great teacher, All you 
need to do is to find out what he wants, and then do just the 
Opposite. For example, if you see another's wrongs, yet hide 
what you have seen from others, God will cover up and pardon 
‘seventy of your misdeeds. 

God once asked Gabriel, “Oh Gabriel, if] had created you asa 
human being, how would you have worshiped Me?” 

“My Lord, You know everything—whatever was or will be or 
might be. Nothing in heaven or on earth is hidden from You. You 
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also know how | would worship You.” God said, “Yes, Gabriel, 1 
do indeed know, but My servants do not. Speak, so that others 
may listen, and learn!” 

Then Gabriel said, “My Lord, if | were human I would worship 
You in three ways. First, | would give water to the thirsty. Second, 
I would cover up the wrongs of others instead of speaking of 
them, Third, 1 would help the poo.” God then sii, "Because 
knew you would have done these things, I had you convey My 
revelation, and sent you to My Prophets.” 

Cover up the sins of others, so your own sins may be hidden. 
Pardon others, so you may be pardoned! Do not throw others’ 
misdeeds in their faces, or the same may happen to you. 

You may know of one of someone else's misdeeds; God 
knows about a thousand of your sins. Suppose God exposes a 
fault of yours? Who will cover up your misdeed once God has 
revealed it? 

Satisfy whoever asks you for help. Ifyou refuse to help others, 
the world may later take from you what you would not give 
willingly. Remember, the station of Gabriel consists of providing 
water for the thirsty, hiding others’ faults, and aiding the poor. 
Help those in need now. Ifyou let your chances slip away today, 
a time may come when your opportunities to help others are 
gone forever, 

Slander isa terrible habit. God hates slander. He says, “Believ- 
ers, would you eat your dead brother's flesh? To slander your 
brother believer is to do exactly that, for he is not present to 
‘The Prophet (God's Peace and Blessings upon 
said that slander is even worse than adultery. Giving up 
slander and gossip is a great achievement, and ensures your 
success and salvation, 

Bayazid al-Bistami (May soul be sanctified) once said, 
“While attendinga funeral, I sawa handsome, devout appearing 
person who was holding a beggar’s bowl. I was very surprised. I 
felt that such a fine-looking person should not be begging. 

“Thad a dream that night. That person's corpse was in front of 
me and | was told to eat his flesh. ‘I cannot eat human flesh!’ 1 
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said. Then Lwas told, ‘But you did eat his flesh today.’ Actually, 1 
had not even spoken to the man or criticized his begging to 
anyone else. | had the thought that to beg was not worthy of such 
a fine, devout person.” 

Be pailok sagsirons thoughts is considered a sin on the 
part of ts, The rest of us sin if we speak or act on our 
thoughts, The virtues of the pious are the sins of the holy. 


tae 


There is great wisdom in acting for God's sake and refusing to 
act for any other reason, ‘Once All (May God be pleased with 
him) was fighting on the battlefield with one of the most power 
ful champions of the enemy. He finally managed to strike the 
warrior’s sword from his hand and knock the man to the ground. 
As he raised his sword to take the enemy’s life, the man looked 
up and spat in Ali's face. The Muslim warrior stopped and 
sheathed his sword. The fallen m: id, “I don't understand, 
You were about to kill me and yet after I spit at you, you spare my 
life. Why?" 

Alireplied, “Before, Iwas going to take your life in battling for 
God's sake. When you spat at me, it enraged me. Had I killed you 
then, I would have been a murderer, for 1 would have struck in 
anger, for personal reasons. I will ight for God, but I will not 


~ 


fallen warrior was so deeply impressed he became a 


Muslim, 


Ayezidi (Devil worshiper) came into my bookshop in Istan 
bul one day, I wasn’t there, and the man asked my assistant for a 
book on Devil worship. My assistant said, "What did you say? 
‘That is the most horrible way of unbelievers.” The two started 
fighting. At that moment, | entered. | calmed the yezidi by 
discussing the history and beliefs of the yezidis. 1 went on and 
on, and the man asked, “Are you a yezidi?” 
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“No,” | answered, “but | am interested. | know about it.” 

‘The man was very happy and proud that a respected spiritual 
teacher knew about them and could talk about them. 

Itmay shock you that there really are Devil worshipers like this 
man. But you don't realize there are so many among us who are 
totally under the influence ofthe Devil. God Most High wams us, 
"Didnt [tell you not to Worship the Devil? He is clearly your 
enemy.” Ifno one wasa follower of the Devil, to whom was God 
talking? Obviously, there are a lot of us who knowingly or 
unknowingly worship the Devil 

Butthe Devil is useful. In our tasting this worldly life, the Devil 
is like salt and spices, Completely spiceless food has no taste. 
Without the Devil, life would be very bland. If not for the Devil, 
you would not have ambition, you wouldn't fight for this or that 
reward. There would be no police, no prisons, no lawyers, no 
judges. All these professions depend on the existence of the 
Devil. All these disruptions actually teach us order. We learn by 
experiencing the opposites. 

One of the beautiful attributes of God is Ya Muzil, The One 
Who Leads You Astray. God guides whom He wishes and also 
leads astray whom He wishes. The prophets of God are manifes 
tations of the attribute Ya Hadi, The Guide, One manifestation of 
the opposite attribute, Ya Muzill is the Devil. 


One day, the Devil said, “What is this? How unjust it is. 
Whatever people do, whatever bad happens, they always putthe 
blame on me. What blame do I have? I am innocent! Look, I'll 
show you how they lay the blame for everything on me.” 

‘There wasa powerful ram attached toa rope which was tied to 
astake. The Devil loosened the stake and said, “There, that isall 
I'm going to do.” 

‘The ram tossed his head and pulled out the stake, The doorto 
his owner's house was open, and in the front hallway was a big, 
beautiful antique mirror. The ram saw his reflection in the mirror 
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and he put his head down and charged. He shattered the mirror, 

‘The mistress of the house ran downstairs and saw her beauti 
ror had been in her family forye: 
wut off that ram's head. Kill him!” So 


the servants killed the ram. 

The ram was special pet of her husband, who had fed the ram 
by hand when the ram was little. He came home and found his, 
beloved ram dead. “Who killed my ram? Who would dare to do 
such a terrible thing?” 

His wife cried, “I killed your ram. | had it done because he 


‘The enraged husband said, “In that case, | divorce you." 

Neighborhood gossips told the woman's brothers that her 
husband divorced their sister because she had a ram killed, 

‘The brothers became extremely angry. They gathered together 
their relatives and went after the husband, armed with guns and 
swords. The husband heard they were coming and called his 
own relatives to defend him. The two families began a feud in 
which many houses were bumed and people were killed. 

‘The Devil said, “You see, What did I do? I just shook the stake, 
Why should I be responsible for all the awful things they did to 
each other? I just loosened the stake a little bit.” 

Watch your stakes. 


‘The truth is that human beings can outdo the Devil any day. 
‘There wasn extremely devout young man, who never missed a 
prayer. Of course, the Devil hates people like that. He tried and 
tried to lead the young man astray, but nothing worked, 

An old woman was known to have her own personal Devil in 
her. That woman obviously knew the big chief, 
to the Devil, “I know that you are trying to lead that young man 
astray, and I see that you cannot succeed. If you wish, I can do 
that for you fora little reward.” 

“What do you want?” The Devil was ready to give anything. 
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“Look, Lwanta pair of red shoes. If you give me a pair of red 
shoes, I will lead that young man astray.” 

“Okay, it’s a deal.” 

The next night the devout young man passed in front of the 
door of the old woman's house, on his way to prayer. The old 
woman came out crying, “Oh, oh, my chickensareall gone. They 
are all over the street. You look like a very nice young man who 
would like to do a good deed for an old woman. Would you 
kindly help me gather up my chickens?” 

‘The young man agreed, and helped her gather the chickens 
and shooed them inside the courtyard. Once he was done, she 
said, “Ah, you are such a wonderful young man. Light shines 
from your face! You must be so devout, so beloved of God that ! 
will ask you one more favor. My daughter is upstairs and she is 
terribly sick. Lam sure that if you would go up and pray for her 
she will get better. Will you please do that too?” 

The young man agreed and went upstairs. As soon as he 
entered the daughter's room, the old woman closed the door on 
him and locked it from the outside, In the room a very beautiful 
woman was sleeping in the bed. The old woman spoke through 
the door. “Look, young man. You must do one of three things. 
‘There isa big bottle of wine in the room, and the woman's baby 
is also sleeping in the room, You must either drink the wine, or 
kill the child, or commit adultery with the woman.” 

‘The young man was horrified, but he knew that he was caught. 
“can't do that! am a devout man. | have never sinned in my 
life, 

“In that case, Lam going to scream. The neighbors will come 
and I'm going to tell them that you have forced your way into my 
house and that you are about to rape my daughter.” 

He said, “Don’t, don’t do that.” The young man looked 
around. Murder, adultery and drinking. The least sin is drinking, 
so he drank the bottle of wine. When he finished the wine, the 
woman looked veryattractive to him. He grabbed her. As soon as 
he attacked her, the child began screaming. He lashed out at the 
child and killed the baby. 
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‘They caught the young man and hanged him as a drunkard 
who had committed murder and adultery. 

Then the Devil came and tied the pair of shoes on a long stick. 
From far away, he stretched out the stick to the old woman and 
said, “Here are your shoes.” Even the Devil did not want to get 
close to her! 

One day, the Pharaoh was taking a bath. There was.a knock on 
the door, The Devil came to visit him, The Pharaoh asked, “Who. 
is it?” and the Devil replied, “You claim to be a god, and you 
don't even know who is behind the door?” 

When he saw who was behind the door, the Pharaoh said, "1 
‘am not God, which both you and I know. And neither do you 
have the powers which you claim to have. It ts just that God has 
given us this evil quality of tyrannizing people and gaining profit 
for ourselves. Now that we know who we really are, | wonder if 
there is anyone in the world worse than we 

‘The Devil told him the story ofthe old woman and the devout 
young man. 

Then the Devil went on, After she received those shoes from 
the Devil the old woman asked him fora fave having, done him 
such a good deed for only one pair of shoe “Thave got 
neighbor who is very devout. She has two cows, and every night 
these cows come in from the fields with their udders full of milk. 
She milks the cows and drinks the milk, and, even worse, she 
distributes the rest to the poor. What I want you to do is to lead 
those cows to the cliff and push them over.” 

‘The Devil said to the old wor “Why? Doesn't that neighbor 
of yours give you any of the milk?” 

“Yes, that is what bothers me the most. That is why | want 
those cows dead.” 

The Devil suggested, “Instead of killing those cows, let me 
give you two cows of your own, I'll steal two cows and give them 
to you. Then you can do whatever she does, if you wish.” 

She said, “No, no. | don’t want two cows and | don’t want her 
to have two cows.” 

‘The Devil said to the Pharaoh, “You see, this woman is worse 
than both you and L” 
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God said, “I have created Humanity as My supreme creation. I 
have created them better than any, including My angels.” But this 
refers to those who beautify themselves with the qualities, the 
auributes of God which are given to them. Those are the human 
beings who follow the rules of the Qur'an and other holy books, 
and the examples of the prophets. But when people do not 
attempt to follow the guidance God has provided us through 
these scriptures and prophets, God also said, “I will make them 
lower than the lowest,” 

Sometimes such people look like human beings, but they are 
animals. They act worse than animals. Consider the most violent, 
carnivorous, harmful animals—the cobra, tiger, lion—after all, 
how much destruction can they cause? They can kill a few men 
and women. Buta human being who becomes an animal can kill 
millions. 

There is not just one Devil. The Devil and Adam were created 
atalmost the same time, Actually, the Devil was created before; 
they descended to this world at the same time. When Adam was 
created, God asked all the angels to be front of him and the 
Devil refused. Because of that the Devil got kicked out of heaven. 
‘Then Adam came down to this world. 

As We are all descendants of Adam, so too the Devil has 
descendants, One of the Devil's legs i ¢ and one female, 
‘That is, the Devil is a hermaphrodite. The Devil procreates, so 
that each of us has our own personal devil. 

‘The Devil appears in human form. It amuses him that every: 
body imagines the Devil ugly, with homs and a tail. The Devil is 
not ugly. The Devil is very beautiful. He appears to man in the 
shape of a beautiful woman. And, of course, he appears to 
women in the shape of handsome men, We all have our own 
devils, each of us, in our own shape. 

late one night the Prophet Muhammed (God's Peace and 
Blessings upon him ) came out from the house of his young wife, 
Aisha, She was jealous and followed him out. He turned and 
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smiled and said, “Aisha, | see you brought your devil with you.” 

“I don't see anyone,” said Aisha. 

“Everyone has his or her own private devil.” 

Somewhat impertinently, she asked, “Even you, O Messenger 
of God, do you have your own devil?” 

“Yes,” he answered, “but | converted mine. | made him a 
Muslim.” 


/ When human beings remember God, angels are born, Gossip, 
and other bad actions give birth to devils. These angels 


and devils born of our actions are like reflections of the real 
angels and devils. To give you a specific example, if you curse 
me, we will start fighting, killing each other, tearing each other 
apart. That is the creation of that devil. And in your devotions and 
in acting honestly and kindly, you are teaching others to act the 
same way, so good is being created, ‘Those are the angels which 
are being created. These are not “material” angels or devils; they 
are like the reflections of angels and devils in a mirror, 

The Devil has never been in paradise. The snake which was in 
paradise was a very beautiful being, It had four legs, which were 
taken away by God after what happened with Adam (God's 
Peace upon him), God ordered the snake to slide on its belly. 
But even now the snake is beautiful. Women make handbags 
and shoes from its skin. The snake was not the Devil, That 
incident had to take place. Adam had to eat of the fruit of the 
forbidden tree, and so God momentarily put the Devil on the tip 
of the snake's tongue. 

‘There isa very important mystical meaning in that. The poison 
was the Devil, not the snake. Not even the tongue was the Devil, 
only the poison on the snake's tongue. That is a sign that what 
Jeads you astray is what is on your tongue, the poison of the 
Devil 


God says of the incident of Adam being taken from paradise, 
“Talking against each other, cursing each other; fall down, fall 
down from paradise and become enemies of each other." You 
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can see how this came true in just one generation. Cain and Abel 
became enemies because of poisonous speech. The source ofall 
evil is people talking against each other and cursing each other. 

1am often asked when can eternal peace be established in this 
world. From Adam onwards, you can see that every man and 
woman has had and will have an adversary. The Devil was against 
Adam, the Pharaoh against Moses, Judas against Jesus. That is our 
destiny. 

‘The Devil was first an angel, actually an archangel. His name 
was Harris, which means the ambitious one. He was ambitious at 
prayer. He prayed to God everywhere in the universe. There is 
not a spot where he did not pray to God. But when God created 
Adam, the Devil thought that these prayers gave him special 
rights. He became arrogant. So when God asked him to prostrate 
in front of Adam, he refused. That arrogance, depending on his 
past prayers, caused the Devil to be cast out from the mercy of 
God, 

When God told him to get out from heaven and goto hell, the 
Devil asked for time. He said, "I have prayed thousands of years 
for You, all over the univer God agreed to give the Devil until 
the day of last judgment. The Devil then said that he would use 
that time to fool everybody and lead them astray. “lam going to 
be in front of them and behind them, and on their right and on 
their left.” 

God allowed this but said, “Lam going to sendall ofthose who 
follow you to hell. And | am going to manifest Myself from above 
and from below to everyone.” 

You see, the Devil claimed only four directions, leaving above 
and below to God. That is why we lift ourhands up and bow our 
heads down in prayer. 


One day, the Devil was strolling nude in the streets of Bagh: 
dad, Junaid Baghdadi (May his soul be sanctified) came across 
the Devil and said, “Look at you. Aren’t you ashamed?” 

“Ashamed of what? 
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“Look at all these people around you, the whole city of 


“You call them people. They are nothing to me. I can play with 
them like a man juggling balls. What does bother me is the two 
people in that mosque over there. I cannot even get close to 
them. If I got anywhere near that mosque their breath would 
bum me like fire.” 

Junaid Baghdadi was curious, so he went to the mosque. 
There were only two people sitting there, reciting La ilahe 
illallab, There is no God but God.” Their faces were covered. 
One of them lifted the cloth in front of his face and smiled, He 
was a beautiful young man, very young, whose moustache was 
just beginning to grow. He turned and smiled at the great Sufi 
sheikh. “Oh, Junaid, do you believe whatever the Devil tells 
you?" 


GENEROSITY 


‘ANY years ago, a traveler came to a small town, The 
those times was to open your door to 
whoever comes as "God's guests,” as they were called. 
When someone knocked on your door and said “I am God's 
guest,” you were to invite him in, feed him, and give hima place 
to sleep. 

The traveler came upon a group of townspeople and asked, 
“Is there a kind person in town who has space to put me up for 
the night? The next morning | will continue my journey.” 

The townspeople said, “Well, yes, there is one person who 
does welcome guests, Ifyou stay there, he will feed you, put you 
up, and be very kind to you. However, we have to warn you that 
he hasa strange habit—in the moming, when youare leaving, he 
will beat you uj 

Itwas winter and very cold. The traveler said, “I'm not going to 
spend the night on the street, hungry. | will go, and I'll take what 
comes to me. I will eat, sleep ina warm room, and ifhe'll beat me 
up, he'll beat me up.” 

The traveler knocked on the door and a very pleasant man 
opened the door. The traveler said, “lam God's guest." ‘The man 
replied, “Oh, come in, please come in.” He offered the traveler 
the best place, and his best cushions. The traveler replied, 
“Eyvallah.” (“Eyvallah” means “As you wish.” It literally means 
“As God wills.” Eyvallah signifies our willingness to accept 
whatever we are given—good or bad, delightful or unappetiz 
ing—remembering that it comes from God.) 


a1 


82 * LOVE IS THE WINE 


“May I put a pillow behind you to make you more 
comfortable?” 
“Eyvallah.” 
“Are you hungry?” 
“Byvalls 
‘The host brought out a delicious dinner, and then asked his 
guest if he would like some more, 


“Byvallah.” 
The host said, “Coffee?” 
Hah.” 
“Would you like a cigarette?" 


:yallah,” 

*May make up your bed?" 

“Eyvallah,”” 

‘The host made up a wonderfully soft bed and put a feather 
comforter on it 

“Would you like some water before you go to sleep?" 

“Eyva 

In the morning the host was up early, He asked the traveler, 
“Would you like some breakfast?” 

“Eyvallah.” 

‘The host served a wonderful breakfast. 

Once breakfast was finished the traveler realized it was time to. 
take leave of his host. After the stories he had heard, he was afraid 
of what might happen, though this man had just devoted almost 
adayto take care of him. “L would like to take my leave now,” he 
said, fearfully. 

The host replied kindly, “Eyvallah,” and added, “You seem to 
be a man without much money. Would you permit me to give 
you some money?” 

“Eyvallah,” 

The host gave him ten pieces of gold. The traveler thought to 
himself, what a beating I'm going to get after this! 

‘The host saw him to the door, saying, “May God go with you. 
Goodbye.” The astonished traveler said, “I beg your pardon? 

‘There is terrible gossip going around about you. You are the 
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‘most generous person I have ever seen. They say that you act 
hospitably with guests but that in the moming you beat them up. 
May I go spread the word that you do no such thing, that you are a 
wonderful man and a wonderful host?” 

‘The host said, “No, no. What they say is true.” 

The astonished guest “Butyou did not treat me that way.” 

No, you are different, My other guests are much more trow 

ble. When I offer them the best place in my house they say, ‘Oh 
‘no, no thank you, you sit there.” When | offer them coffee they 
reply, ‘Well, I don’t know. I don'twant to bother you.’ Lask them 
to have dinner and they say, ‘No, it will make too much fuss.” 
Those people | certainly beat in the morning,” 


tee 


Many years ago, a great Sufi sheikh went on the Pilgrimage to 
Mecea. At the end of his Pilgrimage he learned that all the 
pilgrims that year were found acceptable in God's eyes because 
of the perfect Pilgrimage of one man, a merchant from Baghdad 
named Abdullah ibn Ibrahim. This was a tremendous achieve 
ment, The rules governing the Pilgrimage are extremely numer 
ous and complex. It is virtually impossible for most people to 
perform everything perfectly. So each pilgrim prays that God the 
Merciful and Compassionate will accept his or her imperfect 
Pilgrimage. 

The sheikh decided to go to Baghdad and meet this Abdullah 
ibn Ibrahim whose Pilgrimage was so marvelous that all other 
Pilgrimages were made acceptable by it. 

Earlier that year, in Baghdad, a son complained to his father 
that while he was at his best friend's house, they served dinner 
but did not give him anything to eat. The father was shocked, 
One of the main tenets of Islamic hospitality is never to eat and 
let a guest go hungry. That kind of inhospitality could even be 

asin. 

The father went to his neighbor the next day and asked him 
about what happened. He said, “Please excuse me for bringing 
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this up. 1 know that you are a devout man of good character. I'm 
sure you would not violate such an important moral obligation 
without good reason 

‘The father was exactly right. If we see someone committing a 
fault it is our duty to point it out to them, to try and stop them: 
from continuing to errand to see ifwe can help them. Ifyousee a 
blind man walking toward a pit, it is your duty asa human being 
to ery Out “Stop!” and if that doesn’t work, it is your duty to grab 
the man and pull him back from disaster, 

‘The neighbor answered, "Since you have asked, I'll tell you. 1 
have said nothing to anyone before this, but my business has 
gone very baclly this past year. For weeks, my family has had litle 
or nothing to eat 

“Yesterday | came across a dead camel on the road. I cut off 
part of one leg and brought it home. As you know, this kind of 
meat is forbidden to Muslims. The only exception is ifthere isa 
‘al danger of starvation or malnutrition. So, the meat was lawful 
tomy family but notto your son, and I could not serve itto him.” 

‘The father replied, “I wish you had come to me earlier, | have 
plenty of money. Please let me help you.” 

“No,” said the neighbor 1 knows my situation even if 
other people do not. I rely on God for our sustenance. L would 
never have told you or anyone else of this, but I had to explain 
about your son.” 

‘The father insisted. “Please, for God's sake, accept my help. 
God has guided me to ask you and guided you to tell me. How 
can you say that God does not want me to be an instrument of 
Divine Mercy? Besides, I have saved upa considerable amount of 
money to go on Pilgrimage this coming year. I have been on 
Pilgrimage once before and so [have already satisfied my reli: 
gious requirement to go. I don't need to goagain, and [insist you 
take my Pilgrimage money for yourself and your family!” 

When the sheikh finally came to Baghdad and met Abdullah 
ibn Ibrahim, the merchant was amazed to hear of his dream, The 
merchant said, “You see, | did not go on Pilgrimage this year. 1 
had intended to go, but | gave the money I had saved to help my 
neighbor." 
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The prophet Abraham (God's Peace upon him) is the symbol 
of generosity and hospitality. He never ate unless there was a 
guest at his table. At one time, a whole month went by and no 
‘one came to his house. Nobody shared his food, so he hardly ate 
forthe whole month. Finally he prayed to God and he said, "Oh, 
God, You have given me this wonderful habit of not eating 
without sharing my food with someone else, | haven't eaten fora 
whole month, | wonder if there are other people like me.” 

God told him, "Go and travel in the world and see if there are 
others like you.” 

‘Travel is commanded of us by God. It is only through traveling 
that we, God's creatures, can meet each other, In these meetings 


_ of minds and he; misunderstandings dissolve and friend 
ships are begun. 


So Abraham began to travel, Finally he found someone who 
begged him to accept his hospitality, saying, "Look, three 
months | haven't eaten because | haven't had somebody at my 
table.” Although Abraham had not eaten for one month, here 
was somebody who had not eaten for three months because 
nobody had come to his house as a guest. 

Abraham happily accepted the invitation of this wonderful 
man. After dinner, it was Abraham's custom to pray, He said that 
he would include his host in his prayers and asked the man to. 
pray for him. His host replied that he had given up making such 
prayers. He had prayed for something for many years, and since 
God did not choose to answer his prayer, he felt he was not 
worthy to make such prayers. Abraham asked, “What was your 
prayer?” His host replied, “I have heard that there is a great 
prophet here on earth, a special friend of God, by the name of 
Abraham. For years | prayed to meet him, But my wish was not 
granted. My mouth cannot be worthy to make such prayers to our 
Lord. You pray instead.” 


tee 
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Some years later, after Abraham returned home, there came a 
knock at the door. He opened the door, to see an unkempt 
traveler, covered in dust and dirt. Abraham realized that this man 
could not be a believer so he asked him what his re 
ama fire worshiper,” said the man, When he heard this, Abraham 
thought of converting him from his false, idolatrous beliefs. So 
he sent the man away, saying “I cannot help nonbelievers and 
fire worshipers. Come to faith, to true religion and worship of 
God, Then | will be happy to have you as my guest.” 

‘That night, God spoke to Abraham. 

“Abraham, | do not refuse this man his sustenance, although 
he denies Me and refuses to follow My commandments. So then 
how could you, My servant, refuse to feed him? Goto him at once 
and bring him to your table!” 

‘The next morning, Abraham began searching for the stranger. 
He traveled for months until he finally caught up with the man in 
Medina, He told the fire worshiper what God had said to him and 
brought the man back to his home, and gave him a royal wel 
come. Touched by this evidence of Divine Mercy, the fire wor. 
shiper embraced the true religion of Abraham, 


One day the venerable Abu Bakr (May God be pleased with 
him), intimate friend and father-in-law of the Prophet and first 
iph, saw some of the first fresh dates of the season in the 
market. He bought bundle ofthem asa present forthe Prophet, 
‘The Prophet Muhammed (God's Peace and Blessings upon him) 
loved fresh dates very much. Abu Bakr placed the dates in front 
of the Prophet. As he was reaching for them, a simple desert 
bedouin who was sitting in the back said “O Prophet, [ike fresh 
dates very much. May | have them?” Muhammed gave all the 
dates to the bedouin. Umar (May God be pleased with him), the 
second Caliph, bought the dates from the bedouin and placed 
them once again in front of the Prophet. But the bedouin came 
up to Muhammed again and asked him a second time for the 
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dates. The Prophet again gave the man the whole bunch of dates, 
not taking a single date for himself, Ali (May God be pleased 
with him), the son-in-law and nephew of the Prophet, bought the 
dates from the bedouin and gave them t Muhammed. Once 
again the bedouin asked for the dates. The Prophet replied, “O 
bedouin, do you really like these dates, or are you in business?” 


After Umar (may God be pleased with him) became Caliph, 
he was sitting with his companions when three young men came 
upto him. Two of them were holding the third. The Caliph asked 
what they wanted. The two men replied that the third man killed 
their father. They caught him and brought him to the Caliph for 
justice. 

Umarasked the third man ifthis was true. He replied, "Yes, itis 
true. There are no witnesses to the fact but God. If you will 
permit me, I will tell you what happened, and I will accept your 
verdict, whatever it will be. 1 came to Medina this morning, to 
visit the tomb of the Prophet. I tethered my horse in a date 
orchard and washed off the dust of the road. Before | finished, 
my horse began eating dates. As I grabbed him, he broke off one 
of the date trees’ branches, Just then 1 saw an old man running 
i, the man grabbed a large stone and threw it 
at my horse The stone smashed my horse's skull, and my 
beloved stallion fell to the ground, dead. I went out of my mind 
with rage. | picked up the stone that killed my beautiful stallion 
and threw it back at the old man, He also fell to the ground, dead. 

“I could have easily escaped, and no one would have known I 
killed him. But I would rather take my punishment here than in 
the hereafter. 1 didn’t intend to kill the old man. 1 was just 
‘overcome with anger when he killed my horse.” 

Umar replied, “You have confessed to a major crime. In 
accordance with the religious law of Islam the penalty is death.” 
Although sentenced to death, the young man remained calm. 
“As a believer, | am bound by the law. However, | have in my 
charge the property ofan orphan. [hid the money in my village, 
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ina place known only to myself. Ifyou were to kill me now, that 
money would be lost, Please give me three days’ grace, so that 
poor orphan will not be deprived. Let me go and deliver that 
money to its owne! 

“L cannot,” said Umar. “I can only let you go if someone 
guarantees your return.” The young man said, “O Caliph, I did 
‘Not run away when I killed the old man. I could not then and I 
cannot now, for the fear of God has filled my heart.” Umar 
replied, “My son, I believe you would not escape, but the kw 
forbids me to release you without bail.” The young man looked 
at the Companions present. He pointed to Abu Dharr (May God. 
be pleased with him) and said, “He will guarantee my return.” 
Umar tured to Abu Dharr and asked him if he agreed. "Yes," 
said Abu Dharr, “I guarantee that this young man will return and 
give himself up in three days.” No one could object to this, 
because Abu Dharr was one of the best loved and most respected. 
of the Prophet's Companions. 

‘The young man left for his home. Three days passed and the 
two sons came to the Caliph. The young man was not there. "Abu 
Dhar,” they cried, “where is the person for whom you stood 
bail? You stood guarantee for someone you did not know, a man 
you had never met. Ifhe does not come back, we shall still insist 
on avenging our father.” But Abu Dharr told them, "The three 
days are not yet over. If the young man has not returned when 
the time expires, then I will stand in his stead. . .."" The Compan. 
ions present were in tears as the Caliph said, “Abu Dharr, the 
young man may come late, but you stood guarantee for three 
30d is my witness, I shall certainly have to impose 
the sentence upon you.” The Companions wept, for Abu Dhar 
‘was one of the finest and most devout members of the Muslim 
Community. All present were affected by an indescribable emo: 
tion, a mixture of sadness and grief. They offered to pay blood- 
money forthe father’s death, but the sons insisted on receiving a 
life for their father's life. 

Suddenly the young man appeared, dusty and tired, just 
before his three days were up, Exhausted, he panted, “I hope 1 
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didn'tworry you. I got back as quickly as I could. [eft the orphan 
with a trustworthy friend and handled all my own affairs, Iwrote 
my will, then hurried back. I barely made it on time because of 
the heat. Now, carry out your sentence! 
Everyone marveled at this young man, who was so honest and 
so faithful. Seeing how they marveled, the young man said, “A 
man keeps his word. A believer is faithful to his promise. He who 
isnot true to his promise is nothing buta hypocrite, Could Het it 
be said “There is no fidelity left in Islam’?” 
When Abu Dharr was asked whether or not he had known this 
man, he replied, “No, I do not know him, [had never met 
him before. But to reject such a proposal, made in the presence 
of Umar and so many Companions, would have been too small 
minded. Could | let it be said, ‘There is no virtue left in Islam" 
At this, the hearts of the young plaintiffs were moved. They 
renounced their demands for the young man’s life. They would 
not even accept any blood-money. “Let us not cause it to be said, 
‘There are no compassionate men left in Islam.’ We have 
renounced our claim with no intention but to please God!” 
Be as true to your word! Be as faithful to your promise! The 
believer is faithful to his promise. Abraham was a prophet faith 
ful to his promise, and he had his reward. 


Dhu-! Nun (May his soul be sanctified) was going on Pilgrim 
age when he caught sight of a dog so thirsty he was licking the 
rocks of the desert. Having no water with him, he called out to 
those traveling with him, “I have made seventy Pilgrimages. I 
shall give the reward for all seventy Pilgrimages to anyone who 
gives water to this poor dog.” That saint was ready to give his 
seventy Pilgrimages to get water for a dog, Imagine what it must 
be worth to satisfy the thirst of a human being. 


wee 
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A miser was sitting at an outdoor cafe, drinking his moming 
coffee, when a madman came up to him and demanded money 
for some yogurt. The miser tried to ignore him but the man 
refused to leave and created a big scene. Others offered him 
money but the madman insisted he only wanted money from the 
miser, Finally the miser gave him a few coins for yogurt. Then the 
madman asked for some more money for some bread to go with 
the yogurt. This was too much for the miser, who absolutely 
refused, 

‘That night the miser dreamed he had gone to Paradise. Itwasa 
beautiful place, filled with rivers, trees and lovely lowers. Aftera 
while the miser became very hungry, but amidst all the beauty 
there was no food. 

Just then an extremely handsome, radiant man appeared. The 
miser asked him if this was really Paradise and the man said that 
it was. Then the miser wanted to know where were the wonder- 
ful foods and the ambrosia of Paradise he had heard so much 
about. The man exeused himself and left. When he retumed, he 
brought the miser some yogurt. The miser asked for some bread 
to go with the yogurt and the man replied, “All you have sent 
here is this yogurt, Had you sent bread, I could give it to you also, 
What you have sown in the world is what you harvest here.” 

The next morning the miser awakened, covered with sweat. 
From that day on he became one of the most generous of men 
and fed all the beggars and the poor in town. 


One of the ancient prophets was at a wedding, After the 
ceremony he told his followers that the groom was fated to die 
on his wedding night. However, the young man came to greet 
the prophet the next moming, to the amazement of all the 
followers. The prophet then brought his companions to the 
groom's house. Heasked to see the young man’s bedroom. With 
his staff the prophet flipped over the groom's mattress. Under- 
neath the mattress an extremely poisonous snake lay coiled up. 
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‘The prophet asked the snake what it was doing underneath the 
bedding, The snake replied, “I was sent to bite the owner of this 
house. But | couldn't. 1 don't know what happened. 1 just 
couldn't move. It was as if | was bound by iron chains.” 

The prophet then asked the groom if there was anything 
special he did on his wedding night. The man replied that just 
before he was about to retire with his bride, a beggar came tothe 
door. He gave the beggar a cup of milk. The prophet turned to 
his followers and said, “You see the importance of charity, That 
one cup of milk saved this man’s life.” 


One of the values of traveling is seeing and learning about 
other peoples, Before | left my country I had the impression that 
hospitality and generosity were the hallmark of the Muslims, 
especially the Turks. But when I came to Europe and to America I 
found that you surpass what I thought was ours alone. 

‘The old Ottoman hospitality was famous. My grandfather was 
the Halveti sheikh of Yanbolu, which is now in Bulgaria. The 
sheikh’s brother, my granduncle, one day found a stranger at his 
door and brought him inside, as God's guest. He ordered his 
servants to kill a lamb and roast the whole lamb for dinner. The 
guest sat down and my granduncle served him, That was an 
Ottoman custom, forthe owner of the house himselfto serve the 
guest, even if the guest is a penniless wanderer, My granduncle 
did not even know whether this man was a Muslim or a Jew ora 
Christian. It didn’t matter. 

With the beautiful roasted lamb placed in front of him, the 
guest said, “Ah, it is wonderful, but this lamb can't be eaten just 
like that.” The host said, “What do you need?" “Ah, ifone would 
have a nice bottle of wine.” 

Imagine, this was the house of the brother of a sheikh, and in 
Islam not only is drinking strictly against the law, but even to 
offer a drink is unlawful. But my uncle did not object. He went 
‘out of the house to get wine. It was night and he had to go toa 
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nearby Bulgarian village. His own town was Islamic and there 
was no wine there. He got on his horse to leave. Imagine now, 
here was a Turk, a Muslim and a sheikh’s brother going to buy 
wine from the Bulgarians in the middle of the night, That is the 
value of a guest. 

As my uncle was leaving, the guest came to the door and 
shouted out to him, “And let it be good, old wine!” 

So he went, embarrassed, and brought some wine from the 
neighboring village. When he returned the guest was gone. But 
the roasted lamb had come alive and was walking on the table, 
and there were pots of vinegar which had turned into thick, 
boiling honey, bubbling to the top, but not spilling over. (‘This, 
by the way, is a symbol of prosperity. After dinner last night 1 
prayed, “Let it be eaten but not become less, and let it boil and 
bubble but not spill.”) 


oes 


As another example of hospitality in the old Otoman days, 
everyone, rich or poor, had a guest house outside. Guests could 
come and stay in that hous if it were their own. They would 
be fedand taken care of. Finally, when they were ready to go they 
would even be given some money to spend on their way. 

Guests could liv they pleased, as if at home. In the main 
house they would have had to follow the customs of the host, 
and may have felt constrained. The guest house was like one’s 
own home. Food was sent from the main house, and anything 
else that was needed, 


In the late nineteenth century, the Sultan's wife was a French 
lady, who had accepted Islam. She was a very generous person. 
She built several mosques and also very large hospital, which is 
still in use today. When she built that hospital she set up a 
permanent trust to cover in perpetuity all needed salaries and 
expenses, 

In the 1920s, the early years of the Turkish Republic, the 


GENEROSITY * 93 


hospital director decided to change things. There wasa tradition 
that everyone discharged be given enough money for three days’ 
sustenance. The director thought, “This is ridiculous. We 
already treating people for free here, and this tradition of giving 
them money is absurd. Afterall, we are in the twentieth century 
.. "He abolished the custom. All the money from the trust kept 
coming in, including enough money to pay those discharged. 
‘That night he dreamt of the hospital's founder. She came with an 
umbrella in her hand and beat him on the head with the 
umbrella, and said, “How dare you! Who do you think you are, 
miserable man, toabolish my act of generosity like that? You had 
better reinstate it.” 

He got up the next moming with bumps on his head, and 


re-established the tradition of giving money to patients upon 
their release. 
| eee 
| Sometimes God makes you do in your prayers that which you 


are unable to accomplish in real life, For instance, most of us 
cannot afford to build a hospital. God may have you build a 
hospital in your dreams, and will give you the same reward as if 
you had really built the hospital 

Also, if God loves you, something you are destined to suffer 
may come to you in your dreams, and then you don’t have to 


experience it in real life. 


action, For instance, you might 
pass in a ind say, “Ah, | wish that I had the 
resources to build a hospital like this.” Then God rewards you as 
ifyou had built that hospital. The Prophet said, "The intention of 
the believer is better than the action of the non-believer,” 
When I was young, some of the wealthy families who lived in 
large houses had servants stand outside to invite people in for 
dinner. This would happen every Monday and Friday night, and 
for fast-break during the month of Ramadan, every night. The 
Servants would almost force strangers to come in and have 
dinner. These days, because of the economic situation, all this 
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has changed, But still, our faith considers service toa guest equal 
to service to God. This is the principle of hospitality in Islam. 
‘The Prophet once said, “Those who believe in God and who 
believe in the Day of Last Judgment and the Hereafter—treat well 
your guests.” So your hospitality to us in America isa sign of faith 
of the most wonderful sort. God is showing the mirror of your 


hears. May God appear inthe lear minor in your hea May 
God reward your generous heat 


“The sheikhs are the pourers of the wine 
and the dervish is the glass. 
Love is the wine.” 


(Pie me faith, self-knowledge, submission, love . .. these 
J themes unfold through the conversations of th® Turkish Sufi 
master Sheikh Muzaffer. A fine storyteller, a mature human being, 
a respected author in his native country, he was well-suited to bring 
the richness of the Sufi tradition to the West. The chapters of this 
book, skillfully edited and compiled by the noted psychologist Dr. 
Robert Frager, were derived from talks given during visits to America 
over the last years of his life. 


